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Unusual Finds 
By Tom Craig, FRCNA 

A while back I acquired this Silver Coin with the likeness of 
John McCrae, the author of the now-famous poem, “In 
Flanders Field.” The obverse shows his likeness and the 
reverse has the inscription of his poem or the first verse. It also 
contains his signature.

Unfortunately, I have not been able to track down the producer 
of this coin. Specifications are: 92.5 silver, wt. 25 grams & 39 
mm diameter.

Previous written information about John McCrae, is as follows 
from Wikipedia: "In Flanders Fields" is a war poem in the form 
of a rondeau, written during the First World War by Canadian 
physician Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae. He was inspired to 
write it on May 3, 1915, after presiding over the funeral of 
friend and fellow soldier Lieutenant Alexis Helmer, who died 
in the Second Battle of Ypres. According to legend, fellow 
soldiers retrieved the poem after McCrae, initially dissatisfied 
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with his work, discarded it. "In Flanders Fields" was first published on December 8 of that year in the 
London magazine Punch. John McCrae was a poet and physician from Guelph, Ontario. He 
developed an interest in poetry at a young age and wrote throughout his life. His earliest works were 
published in the mid-1890s in Canadian magazines and newspapers.

In Flanders Fields
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,

That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie

In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
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October 15, 2019 Meeting Minutes
Kevin Day-Thorburn called the meeting to order. The minutes of the previous meeting were 
approved on a motion by Jim Young, seconded by Jim B.


Kevin asked if he had the correct email address for everyone that had one so that the newsletter 
would reach them.


Tom Craig delivered the treasurer’s report.  It was approved on a motion by Jim B, seconded by 
George Murray.


The club decided to offer to pay for 2 RCNA memberships for 2 lucky members who are not 
currently a member of the national organization.  A draw will take place at the November meeting.


It was mentioned that there is a show coming up in Woodstock as well as Halifax this week.


Our annual holiday meeting will take place at Veto’s on Rothesay Avenue. Tom will look at dates 
after consulting with the stamp club; likely December 11, 12, 17, or 18th.


There was some discussion on our 2020 Collector Show.  Tom is to look into the feasibility of an 
alternative venue.  Kevin is going to look into getting a lottery license so that we can hold a draw at 
the show.


Kevin won the attendance draw.


Tom gave us another world coin quiz, which was won by Al L.


Tom showed the members a movie on the making of US paper money.


The 50/50 draw was won by Jim Young.


Jim Y conducted our auction.


There were 9 members in attendance.


The meeting adjourned at 8:33pm.


Well-Known Canadian Numismatist Passes
Even those that don’t know the name will likely have seen some of Bob Armstrong’s distinctive 
2x2s.  Their style was distinctive and efficient and Bob’s grading skills were so well respected that 
people, especially dealers, were reluctant to remove them from their holders.  Coins in such a holder 
are often considered as good as being third-party graded. Bob even worked as a grader for ICCS.  
He was himself a long-time dealer that everyone seemed to enjoy dealing with as his reputation as 
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being fair to everyone involved was legendary.  Bob Armstrong of Owen Sound, Ontario died 
November 8th at the age of 84.
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