
John F. Kennedy Medal

�RCNA    Coin   Grading    and              
Conservation    Workshop
by Kevin Day-Thorburn

November of last year saw me make the drive to 
Toronto for the annual Coin Grading and Conser-
vation Workshop put on by the Royal Canadian Nu-
mismatic Association.  The one-day course, 
priced at $125 for RCNA members, was held 
at Humber College in Toronto, which hap-
pens to be perfect for the city since it’s very 
close to the airport and surrounded by plenty 
of hotels.

Approximately twenty attendees, mostly from 
the Toronto area, with a smattering from 
Montreal and one from Manitoba, gathered 
in a spacious meeting room with high, albeit 
fairly unknown, expectations as Brian and 
Scott Cornwell, the father and son team that 
make up ICCS, Canada’s largest coin grading 
company, started handing out coin examples 
for their portion of the seminar.

This coin grading part of the day lasted the full 
morning and part of the afternoon and involved 
mostly hands-on work to get a feel for grading a 
number of different Canadian coins.  After giving a 
coin a grade, you could check the grade they assigned 
it on a sheet before passing that coin to the next 
person.  If you had questions, Brian and Scott were 
available to try and offer an explanation.

For grading coins, Brian recommended a 4-5x 
magnification loupe with a 50-watt bulb for lighting.  
Higher magnification could be needed for someone 
with vision issues.  He said he spends approximately 
one minute on each coin.

Our newsletter continues. Submissions encouraged.  
Contact the editor.  Visit us at www.sjcoinclub.com
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Unusual Finds
by Tom Craig

John F. Kennedy Medal

This medal was struck for the inauguration of J.F. Kennedy in 
January 1961.

One of the nice features on this medal is that the obverse has a 
“raised” bust of the President.  These types of medals, produced 
in this fashion, are more interesting, in my opinion.

John F. Kennedy was born May 29, 1917 in the state of Mas-

sachusetts, USA.  He went on to become the President of 
the USA. He was assassinated on November 22, 1963 by Lee 
Harvey Oswald.

The medal features a bust of President Kennedy with his full 
name on the out edge of the obverse. The reverse side features 
a quote that reads: We shall pay any price, Bear any burden 
meet and hardship, Support any friend, oppose any foe to As-
sure the survival of liberty. 

continued on page 3



RCNA Coin Grading & Preservation Workshop
photo from of RCNA Journal December 2015
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make certain everything ran smoothly.

While it seemed that most were happy with the work-
shop, where were some that felt that there should have 
been more one-on-one time with the instructors and our 
own coins.  Personally, I feel that while that would have 
been wonderful, it just wasn’t possible in the time frame 
offered.  This would be a top-notch two-day course with, 
perhaps, a day and a half for the coin grading portion and 
a half-day for the conservation.  It needs to be remem-
bered that each of these subjects requires a lifetime of 
learning, which means the expectations on a daylong 
workshop should be adjusted accordingly.

Another very constructive critique involved a grading 
book that was given to each attendee to make notes about 
the coin examples they were grading: it was felt that 
quality photos of each coin would add to this valuable 
resource immeasurably.

There is no doubt I left the course a better grader than 
when I arrived and there is no way you could not learn 
something from someone with the experience of Brian 
Cornwell – just think of how many coins he’s seen.  I 
wholeheartedly recommend this course to anyone with an 
interest in Canadian coins.  Grading seems to be more of 
a lost art than ever with the ever-increasing reliance on 
third party grading companies such as ICCS, but this is 
a skill each collector needs to learn to have the ability to 
build a quality collection.

Should anyone have any questions about the workshop 
or membership with the RCNA, I would be more than 
happy to attempt to answer them.                               <>

There were also examples of counterfeit and altered (e.g. 
tooled, whizzed, etc.) coins.  The counterfeit situation 
is getting worse all the time for collectors (and graders) 
since technology is allowing for higher quality (and quan-
tity) fakes.  It should be noted that owning a Canadian 
counterfeit coin is illegal.

The time for this part of the workshop went by very 
quickly and felt somewhat intense, as you didn’t want to 
hold up anyone from getting to look at the coins, which is 
exactly what would happen if you spent too much time on 
a particular sample.

Susan Maltby, a freelance conservator who is a 
regular contributor to Coin World magazine 
was the instructor for the section on conser-
vation.  This part was more of a traditional 
classroom-type form of instruction with a ton 
of useful information on how collections break 
down and how to do your best to optimize 
conditions against this happening.

Storage, display, and handling methods were 
discussed and she was open to particular 
questions too.  There was also a hands-on 
demonstration on detecting PVC, a particularly harmful 
synthetic plastic polymer that is destructive to your col-
lection, but often used in storage materials.  For instance, 
it was brought up that the inserts in the ICCS flips don’t 
contain PVC, but the outside portion does, which is why 
it’s a good idea to have coins in flips with broken inserts 
re-holdered.

There were handouts in both parts of the course and the 
RCNA even had a couple of great reference books to give 
participants with their certificate.  It should be noted that 
RCNA President Henry Nienhuis acted as the modera-
tor and Executive Secretary Paul Johnson and Education 
Chairman Scott Douglas were on hand the entire day to 

Contact Us
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Facebook as a way of following lo-
cal numismatic happenings and the 
Geoffrey Bell Auctions Coin Blog

by Kevin Day-Thorburn

We’re all familiar with Geoffrey Bell Auctions Ltd. 
and the service they provide the Canadian numis-
matic community with their auctions and their 
support of numismatics on a local, regional, and 
national level, so it’s worth pointing out that their 
website http://www.gbellauctions.com/ now also 
has a numismatic blog section where articles are 
posted weekly on a variety of coin-related topics.

Some recent highlights that may be of interest to 
members of the Saint John Coin Club include:

Collecting Coins of Canada’s Atlantic Provinces
Queen Elizabeth II Golden & Diamond Jubilee 
Medals
1953 Canada Five Cent Coins
125th Anniversary of Canada’s Confederation 
Medal
1980 Eleven Cent Coin?

Follow their postings and you’ll likely learn a little 
something or, at least, be entertained about col-
lecting.

I’ve found that the easiest way to stay apprised on 
local happenings is to “like” their page on Face-
book.

Additionally, follow their store, The Coin Cabinet 
and our own Fundy Coins & Collectables is on 
Facebook too.  Hopefully you’ve “liked” the Saint 
John Coin Club’s Facebook page as well!

•
•

•
•

•

JOHN KENNEDY

January 20, 1961

The medal appears to made of copper or bronze. It weighs 
6.8 ozs, 76 mm dia. by 4 mm thick.  It was a part of the 
US Mint’s Presidential Series and was designed by Gilroy 
Robers (obverse) and Frank Gasparro (reverse).  This is 
the “high relief ” version and there was a smaller version 
struck in “coin relief.”

Since this medal quotes from the President’s inaugural 
address, you can assume it was struck after the inaugura-
tion, whereas the official inaugural medal doesn’t have the 
quoted text because it’s prepared for the unauguration.

It is said that the majority of people, during this period, 
were able to remember what they were doing at the mo-
ment in 1963 and where they were.

What were you doing?  Can you remember?                   <>



�

Almost    
Circulated

sjco
in

clu
b.co

m
  Feb

   2016

Next Meeting: February 16th, 2016
Chateau Saint John, 369 Rockland Road, 

Saint John, NB 7pm

Minutes for the Saint John Coin Club for the 
January 19, 2016 Meeting

The meeting was brought to order with 17 
members present.  There were no previous min-
utes as December featured our annual holiday 
party at the Mediterranean Restaurant.

At the party there were 38 members and guests 
from the coin and stamp clubs.  There were lots 
of door prizes – more than 20 given out.  Every-
one seemed pleased with the event.

Dues are due for the 2016 year.

The latest edition of the newsletter was read.

Tom Craig delivered the financial report and it 
was approved on Robert’s motion.

On March 12th there will be a show in Wood-
stock and another in April.  More information 
will be available at the next meeting.  Tom men-

tioned another show in Truro, NS on April 30th.

The presentation for the night was on the Fawcett Bank 
Network, delivered by Tom and Kevin.

Jim Young conducted another lively auction with a 
number of items generating interest.

The meeting was called to a close.

Steve Small, Secretary

Upcoming Numismatic Events
March 12, 2016 - Woodstock Collector Show

April 21-22, 2016 - Geoffrey Bell Auctions, Toronto 
Coin Expo Spring Sale

April 30, 2016 - Central Nova Coin Club coin show

July 20-22, 2016 - Geoffrey Bell Auctions, RCNA Sale, 
Ottawa, ON


