Almost Circulated

Our newsletter continues. Submissions encouraged.
Contact the editor. Visit us at www.sjcoinclub.com

Editorial - Medals vs NCLT

Earlier in my coin collecting days, I used to look forward to
the Royal Canadian Mint’s annual new releases and I would
try to pick up a prooflike set and, if I could find the resources
in the budget, a double dollar set. Iloved those extra-shiny
coins, with mirrored fields, free of blemishes and that frosted -
cameo that would sometimes be present. It felt like having a
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Our annual Collectors’
Show is this month! In
conjunction with the
Saint John Stamp Club, it
will be held at the How-
ard Johnson Fort Howe.
The date set is May 25th,
2014 from 9:30am to
3:30pm.
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Tables are available at
a cost of $40 and the
bourse categories are
coins, stamps, sport
cards, military, and misc
collectables. There will
be approximately 50
tables, available on a
first-come, first-served
basis. Last year’s show
was a big hit and we
look forward to even
more success this year.

1987 Halifax Central Trust silver medal the Editor found on eBay for less than
$3 shipped. It was issued by Central Trust in 1987 for their 100th anniversary.
It shows the Central Trust Building in Halifax, now simply called 1801 for its
physical address. The medal itself was struck by the Sherritt Mint and is 33mm
across. There were two versions, a nickel bonded steel and a silver. This is the
silver, weighing 16.9g.

perfect little special edition selection of our regular coinage
with, in the case of the double dollar set, the commemorative
silver dollar noting some significant occasion or theme. And
the double dollar set came wrapped up in a fantastic black
folder that made certain human hands would be kept at bay
and everything would remain bright and sterile.

Anyone able to volunteer should con-
tact Tom Craig for more information at
ycart@rogers.com or 506-650-0669

IAt some point, especially as I got more involved with vary-
saint John Coin Club S A\ ling coin clubs, I was introduced to commemorative medals,
: 3 [something that seemed very obscure at first, even more-so

¥ [than the trade dollars I used to pick up traveling around
different provinces, but the quality impressed me. They were
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often every bit as spectacular as the mint’s special issues
and, in most cases, the subjects on the medals were much
more relevant to someone living in the beautiful, but
population-challenged Atlantic Provinces.

1992 Halifax Explosion Medal

In 1996 an Atlantic Canadian numismatic legend
passed, Bernie Kline, and his astounding collection was
auctioned locally. Nobody
seemed prepared for the
quantity and vastness of the
material — auctioneers or
collectors — which presented
opportunity for incredible
purchases. I attended mostly
for the spectacle, since my
collecting interests still
weren't established and my
purchasing power was low,
but I had one item I was hop-
ing to find and win — the 1992
Halifax Explosion medal,
issued to survivors of the
disaster on the 75th anniver-
sary of the blast. Mintage is
unknown, but is thought to
be less than 100.

“James” and “Newcastle.

Bernie’s material, at least the more obscure items, was
tossed in box lots with no apparent connection except
that they weren't easily identifiable as Canadian coins.
I found two different boxes with the medal I was seek-
ing, but I was far from confident I could win the lot as I

hadn’t brought much cash and the boxes contained a large
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number of items.

When the first box was brought to the floor, I lost out.
Later the second box was presented and I won it. I was
excited because I really wanted that explosion medal
even though I felt the slight burn in my throat from that
concern about how I would explain this purchase to my
wife at home.

The box turned out to be chock full of trade dollars, some
of them silver, medals, many of them silver, and varying
other items. It was an
amazing deal and I'm
certain there will be no
other auction like that
ever again in my lifetime,
especially with the Inter-
net available to research-
ers and buyers now.

Right around the same
time, Nova Scotia
Municipal and Com-
memorative Medals by
Terry Cochrane, Randy
Larsen, Greg Spinelli
and Jeff Fournier was
issued. A catalogue is an
invaluable resource when
in the early stages of col-
lecting and I started identifying many of the items from
my box and searching for others in the book.

“e.

v

\

18291979 “

NEWCASTELE
4B,

NE

& »©
“opgpeoo®”

1979 Saint James & Saint John United Church medal. Note the mispelling of

I have a copper version with the correct spellings.

A good friend and mentor, John MacLean and I com-
pared inventory. He was missing the Halifax Explosion
medal and offered me some astounding material and cash
for mine. Had it been anyone else, there’s no doubt I
would have refused, but my budgetary circumstances (re-
member, I still had to make up the money to appease that
lady at home) and the fact that I knew I was early in my



collecting career and would have a good chance to come
across another medal in the future (and I do currently
have two others in my collection now) made me relent
and agree to the swap.

New Brunswick is sorely lacking a comparable catalogue
(to the best of my knowledge), but I have come across
some nice municipal medals in my time in this province.

Here’s where I come to my point. As the mint’s annual
offerings exploded in number, I lost interest. It became
too daunting a task to keep up on the sheer quantity and
there was no way I could ever afford to add these items

to my collection. I stopped buying prooflike and double
dollar sets and realized it was worth my while to replace
that interest with an increased pursuit of commemorative
medals. Both options are works of art and often available
with precious metal content.

This is only a personal observation and preference. Some
people do enjoy the capacious inventory the mint churns
out and that’s perfectly fine. They are in the business

of making money and their collectable side seems to

be doing just that. I would make certain you know the
difference between NCLT and actual legal tender coins
though.

I would love to see more New Brunswick municipal or
corporate medals and have given thought to undertaking
a catalogue similar to the mentioned Nova Scotia book.
Let’s see what you have and maybe we can get an orga-
nized idea of what this province has produced.

Fredericton Coin Show
by Tom Craig

The annual coin show was held at the Fredericton

Motor Inn on April 05th, 2014.

The show was put on by Dale Kenny of AP Bullion

Enterprise.

About 24 tables were set up selling coins, with some
stamps for sale.

The weather that day was not the best but a fair
number of collectors showed up during the day to
look for new coins for their collections.

Silver dollars and graded paper money seemed to be

the best sellers of the day.

All in all it was a good day and look forward to the

next show.
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Question Period with Jim Jennex

1. What is the name given to a coin that is mechani-
cally or chemically treated to make it appear to be of
a higher grade than it actually is?

2. What is the name given to the bead money pro-
duced by the North American Indians?

3. What is the name given to a coin which has been
altered by smoothing one or both surfaces and en-
graving initials, scenes, messages, etc thereon?

Check back next issue for the answers.

Consider this item a clue to one of Jim’s questions.

Next Meeting: May 20th, 2014
Howard Johnson Fort Howe, Portland and
Main, Saint John, NB

Upcoming Numismatic Events

May 24,2014 - The Canadian Numismatic Company
- Auction and Sale - via the Internet

May 25, 2014 - Saint John Coin and Stamp Clubs
Collectors’ Show - Howard Johnson Fort Howe,
Saint John, NB

May 29 -30, 2014 - Geoffrey Bell Auctions - Toronto
Coin Expo

Aug. 13 - 16,2014 - RCNA Annual Convention
- Toronto, ON
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Saint John Coin Club April 22nd, 2014

Minutes Summary

The meeting was called to order by George Murray,
VP, as our president Jim young could not attend due

Our own show hosted, by the SJCC and the SJSC, was up-
dated in more detail as it will take place in about 5 weeks. It
is on May 25th at the Howard Johnson Hotel. Arrangements
are going well with approximately 40 tables sold. Tom Craig
presented that report.

The winners of the quiz were Kevin Day-Thorburn and Sean

McCullough.

The latest newsletter has been published, well done Kevin.
Tickets on a draw associated with the coin show are now
available with a gold coin as first prize followed by a second

to other and third
commit- 1AN NUMISMATIC As rize.
L CANAD 0 ASsOcaT ST c c £
ments. SR 2 61 R.C.N.A. Annual Gonvention
\ | Exciting Events Include: It was sug-
Jim o v/ Money Show and Sale: gested by
Jennex THURSDAY, AUGUST 14 to SATURDAY, AUGUST 16 Tom Craig
Bourse Hours: 10:00 AM - 5:30 PM .
handed : 7 that a trip to
out v/ 3-Session Auction (Auc 13-15) conducted by: the Mu-
The Canadian Numismatic Company
sheets : " seum could be
fth v Educational Symposium 9:00 - 5:00 AuG 13 looked int
orthe v Special Interest Group Meetings: ooked 1nto.
monthly Canadian Errors & Varieties Numismatic Association 2:00- 4:00 AuG 14 All Seemed to
quiz Society Of Bearded Numismatists 4:00- 5:30 AuG 14 be in favor
Canadian Paper Money Society [50™ Anniversary] *| 12:00— 2:00 AuG 15 :
ques- sfoundland i i i 2:30- 4:30 AuG 15
. G dian A iation of Wooden Money Coll * | 8:00-10:00 AuG 16
tions. C dian A iation of Token Coll 2:00- 4:00 AuG 16 The feature
Canadian Tire Coupon Collectors Club 3:00- 5:00 AUG 16 presentation
The v" Friday Night Dinner Tour: ; 4!5 ) was “Western
previous Black Creek Pioneer Village (AuG 15) -——wﬂs Fair me dals
5 © Visit the Local Tavern
minutes Enter To Win The © Talk to the Blacksmith and tokens”
* © Make Your own Keepsake
were not EARLY BIRD PRIZE 1880). The
Jabl . v" Resort Style Hotel: ( )
available — AN APPLE |Pad T © Ssalt-water Pools narration was
to be read : © 3-story Big Blue Water-slide | bv Kevin DT
as Steve By BOOklng YOUI" HOtel © Club Meadowvale- Fitness Centre, [*™ yd the slid
Vi ; i an e slides
Small Reservations By May 31% | A 2 red
’ Special Convention Rate $119.00/night - 4 Hosted by the North York Coin Club Were operate
our s - For More Information by Tom C.
secretary, Register Today G R SO
was not * conditions apply W Next meet-
present. . | ing is on May
Other Make your plans to attend the 2014 RCNA show in Toronto! 20¢th. Meeting
reports were adjourned.

presented like the treasure’s report which was read
and approved. There was no new correspondence.
Last month’s auction realized $84.50.

It was noted that a coin show was being held in
Woodstock April 25th and one in Halifax on May
4th.

ﬁ www.facebook.com/sjcoinclub

Tom Craig ----acting secretary.

Want to place an ad in our newsletter? Con-
tact the Editor for rates.

Contact Us

Editor - Kevin Day-Thorburn

« harbouredtreasures@gmail.com
Treasurer - Tom Craig

- ycart@rogers.com

President - James Young

Vice President - George Murray
Secretary - Steve Small




