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Not Melted Today! 
By Kevin Day-Thorburn, FRCNA 

Coin dealers see a lot of Canadian material that isn’t really saleable; 
worn silver coins from the 1960s, the 1976 Olympic coin series, and 
many of the $100 gold coins come immediately to mind. In most of 
these instances, brace yourself if you’re at all squeamish, the pieces 
go to “melt.” It’s the basic law of supply and demand at work; 
there’s just not enough demand for this material to do anything but 
send it to the smelter. This is especially true when the price of 
precious metals rises. When this occurs, they see even more 
material with reluctant buyers due to the costs, amplifying the effect. 
This can even happen with non-coin material such as medals or 
tokens. If there’s not likely to be a buyer, it needs to be moved in 
other ways.


This was the case when a 1985 Saint John, New Brunswick trade 
dollar saw its way to the Coin Cabinet in Moncton. Here’s a little 
information about the current state of the trade dollar collecting 
field: there is a smallish, but dedicate group of collectors who are 
largely unwilling or unable to spend a whole lot of money on their 
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hobby. The 1985 Saint John trade dollar had 24,500 issued in nickel-bonded steel, 500 gold plated, and 50 
pure silver examples struck. Oh yes, there was also a pure gold version. 


At 28 grams, just a little shy of a full ounce, and with gold prices at or near an all-time high, finding a buyer 
would not be easy, so pieces like these often find their way to the dreaded melt bucket.


Still, dealers will sometimes hesitate to do that with something particularly cool and Coin Cabinet manager 
Jason Benjamin, who is originally from Saint John, did just that. Then, after learning there were only two 1985 
gold Saint John trade dollars struck, he went a step further and purchased the token for his collection. 


The brigade of Oliver De Lancey, or Delancey, an American merchant, politician, and Revolutionary War 
soldier, was disbanded to New Brunswick, as were so many Loyalists, and a corporal is featured on the 
obverse of the token. The reverse features the crest of the city. 


With nice examples of these municipal trade tokens becoming harder to find, and with a growing appreciation 
of the varieties available, interest seems to be picking up. And this one special piece survived an untimely 
death. Hopefully that second example still exists too.


Hobby Updates 
I can’t believe it’s been 8 years since I asked Tom, “Do you think the club would like a newsletter?” There have been a lot 
of changes over this time, but this hobby has remained strong, as has the camaraderie within the Saint John Coin Club. If 
you know anyone with an interest in collecting coins, banknotes, tokens, or medals, introduce them to our club. 

At the moment, our next meeting is February 16, 2021. We are at the new venue, the Hampton Inn & Suites, Saint 
John, NB. The hotel is located at 51 Fashion Drive on the East side, in behind Indigo Books and not far from Costco. 

Additionally, because of the current situation with COVID-19, social distancing and masks will be required. If you know 
someone with an interest in coin collecting, bring them along. 

Fundy Coins & Collectables and the Coin Cabinet are both open to the public with measures in place to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. Do support them when you can and remember you can buy from them online via eBay too. 

Fundy Coins will be moving! They will be located at 78 Main Street West, Saint John in the former TD Bank building. 
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La République Acadienne 
By Kevin Day-Thorburn, FRCNA 

Perhaps you’re familiar with the term, butterfly effect? Small causes can result in big changes, 
which leads one to a lot of “what if” situations. Such is the basic premise behind one Moncton, New 
Brunswick artist’s newly-created project which challenges us to consider the possibility of a 
situation where Acadie had not fallen to the English.


Mario Doucette is the artist behind la République acadienne. Here is the scenario in his own words:



The French King Louix XV 
decided to send a 
powerful squadron to 
retake Acadie. In 1746, 
this great expedition was 
under the command of 
the Duc d’Anville, who 
was entrusted with 76 
ships and about 13,000 
soldiers. The expedition 
was the largest naval 
force ever assembled to 
North America before the 
American Revolution. The 
effort to retake Acadie 
was also supported by 
Ramezay’s expedition 
from Quebec.


The expedition was a complete failure. When d’Anville arrived in Chibouctou (Halifax 
Harbour), the fleet included only 3 war ships and a few transports; the rest had been 
scattered or sunk due to severe storms. Many men perished, mainly of food shortages, 
typhus, dysentery, and scurvy. The remaining crews camped on the beach where many 
continued to succumb to illness. More than half of the men in the fleet were dead or 
seriously ill when the Duc d’Anville himself died from a stroke.


This heavy loss restored England’s position in North America. It also announced the gradual 
decline of French military intervention. Acadie was lost forever.


This project, la République acadienne, offers an alternative version of this story. We are in a 
parallel universe where the Duc d’Anville lands in Chibouctou with his fleet and crew intact. 
His victories in Acadie ended the war with England. The Peninsular Acadie was again ceded 
to France.


At the 1881 National Convention in Memramcook, a quarter of the 5,000 delegates voted to 
remain an overseas territory of France while the others voted overwhelmingly for sovereignty. 
France granted independence to its former colony on August 15, 1882.


La République acadienne has its own flag, citizenship, currency, postage stamps and 
representation abroad.
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The mentioned products were offered through an online Indiegogo campaign. You could become a 
citizen, join l’Ordre du Bon-Temps, participate as a tourist or a member of the bourgeoisie, or obtain 
your very own pledge of allegiance. The coins, stamps, and papers would be a part of the different 
categories.


The attractive coin is a proof bronze issue, measuring 26 mm diameter. The obverse has the bust, 
left, of Louis J. Robichaud, its former president, who we remember as the premier of New 
Brunswick from 1960 to 1970.  “The representation of 
the 25th President Louis J. Robichaud on the 1 piastre coins gives the motto its popular name, the “
p’tit Louis.”” Also on the reverse is the date, the motto “L’Union Fait La Force,” and the insignia of 
the république. There were 500 pieces struck by the Mississauga Mint in Toronto.


This is not a static project, so expect to see more from la république acadienne as we enter 2021. If 
you’re interested in the current issues, I would recommend checking their Facebook page: 
République Acadienne or email Mario at info@mariodoucette.com.


Do you have a friend interested in coins, banknotes, 
tokens, or medals? Let them know about our club!
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