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Chuck’s Coin Corner 
By Kevin Day-Thorburn, FRCNA 

I love dealer’s junk boxes; they’re a great source for finding 
inexpensive, interesting pieces. One day at the Coin Cabinet in 
Moncton a Chinese cash coin, which are quite fun to research, 
caught my eye because of its distinctive 2x2 holder. There's so 
much that makes our hobby great and part of that is the people. It 
doesn't matter if it's the collectors, dealers, club members, or those 
covering numismatics, there's a story that goes beyond the material. 
I enjoy knowing who's behind a piece, the pedigree of sorts, as it 
adds to the coin, banknote, token, or medal. I don't know how many 
times I've heard, "I wish this coin could talk," so this is a sort of 
extension of that idea.  I also like seeing the time some take in 
preparing recognizable packaging; I think of Bob Armstrong with his 
unmistakable handwriting, Martin Phillips' calligraphy on the 2x2s of 
Citadel Coins, Bob Olmstead's paper money holders, or the rubber 
stamps used on the 2x2s of George Lamoureux of Nova Coins and 
Stamps. These little extras add to the tale and give us, as collectors, 
a little more to appreciate.


The holder in question was stamped, Chuck’s Coin Corner on the 
back with the front showing distinctive spaces to fill in the coin type, 
date & mint, grade, and price.  A lot of thought went into the 
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preparation of this now-grubby flip. So, I wondered who Chuck was and how it made its way to New 
Brunswick.


My gut said it was an American dealer, so I submitted photos of the holder to the Numismatic Bibliomania 
Society’s popular electronic newsletter, the E-Sylum.  Seeing the question in the email, Canadian Coin News 
reporter Jesse Robitaille contacted me to see if they could publish it in their paper too.  So, this junk box item 
may look a little familiar to you.


The mystery was solved when E-Sylum reader Pete Smith replied:


"Tom Casper wrote an article for Milwaukee 
Numismatic News for June 2019. He illustrated the 
article with business cards he acquired from local 
dealers over the years. One of these was from 
Chuck's Coin Corner. Casper identified the owner 
as Chuck Mayer.”


Tom Casper writes:


I spoke to Chuck Mayer's wife. She shared the 
following numismatic information about him."

Charles (Chuck) B. Mayer was born in New York and 
later moved to Milwaukee, WI as a child. After high 
school he joined the Army, and when discharged 
attended the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. His 
first job was as a bookkeeper at the M&I Bank. In the early 1960's he opened his first coin store in Milwaukee 
3927 W. North Ave. He named it Chuck's Coin Corner. In about 1964 he moved his store to 6237 W. National 
Ave. in West Allis, WI, suburb of Milwaukee. He remained here until 1973 when he moved to Necedah, WI. He 
sold coins under the same name as well as used books. He was a member of the Milwaukee Numismatic 
Society and the American Numismatic Association. Chuck passed away on 12-16-1989 at the age of 56.


"His wife remembers him stamping his business name on 2x2 holders and coin envelopes. I regularly visited 
his shop in West Allis and bought exonumia from him. He was very well liked and a very honest coin dealer as 
well as a collector.”


E-Sylum editor Wayne Homren states that Chuck’s wife confirmed that the pictured 2x2 holder is Chuck's 
stamp.


So, a big thank you to everyone who helped solve this little mystery, especially Wayne Homren and his 
readers. If you’re interested in the E-Sylum, which is distributed to inboxes every Sunday evening, contact 
Wayne to be added to the list.


But, you may be wondering, what about the coin? If my research is correct, it is a Chinese cash coin from the 
period of 1890-1908 from Kwangtung province. Its value is around three dollars. 
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Hobby Updates 
Most importantly, we will have a meeting September 15, 2020, the third Tuesday of the month, but there are changes. 
First, we’ll be at a different venue. The Chateau Saint John, Tom learned, is under new management and they upped their 
meeting room rates substantially. Tom was able to secure a room for September, and future months, at the Hampton Inn & 
Suites, Saint John, NB. The hotel is located at 51 Fashion Drive on the East side, in behind Indigo Books and not far from 
Costco. 

Additionally, because of the current situation with COVID-19, social distancing and masks will be required. We have 
invested in some disposable masks and hand sanitizer if you don’t have one or forget your own.  Everyone’s safety is most 
important. If you don’t feel comfortable attending, we understand completely. The meeting will begin at the regular time 
of 7pm. Going forward, meetings are planned for the third Tuesday of the month again, but any changes in the pandemic 
situation will be addressed quickly. If you have any questions feel free to contact myself or Tom.  We do look forward to 
meeting again. 

The annual Coin Cabinet Collector Show has been cancelled for this year.  Note that Geoffrey Bell Auctions has been 
offering a great selection of material in their auctions to help fill the void of not having shows. Their next sale is October 
1st and 2nd. 

With the cancellation of the RCNA convention in Halifax, the organization will be holding its annual meeting virtually 
via Zoom. After paying for a subscription to the online meeting platform service, they are generously offering member 
clubs the use of it for free. More will be discussed at the meeting. 

Fundy Coins & Collectables and the Coin Cabinet are both open to the public with measures in place to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. 

Stay safe, everyone, and if situation permits, we’ll see you soon. Feel free to share any of your collection through our 
newsletter. If you want to do so, contact the editor! 

1868 Presidential Campaign Medal 
By Kevin Day-Thorburn, FRCNA 

Have you heard of Horatio Seymour? Given the events happening south of the border, here’s a neat piece that recently 
crossed my desk. In 1868 the United States of 
America was only recently into their 
reconstruction era, the period where they 
needed to try and repair damages from their 
Civil War, and it was time for a presidential 
election to see who would succeed Andrew 
Johnson, who became president after the 
assassination of Abraham Lincoln.  The 
Republican candidate was a now-familiar 
name, Ulysses S Grant. Running for the 
Democrats was Horatio Seymour. 

Campaign medals are very collectable. They 
would often be holed to wear at parades and 
other gatherings to show support and today 
they are important pieces of history. This 
medal is approximately 28mm diameter and 
made of brass. The front shows the two 
candidates for the Democrats, Horatio 
Seymour and his vice presidential running 
mate, Francis Preston Blair, Jr. 
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While the party names are very familiar, they don’t necessarily represent the same values they do today. Remember, the 
man who succeeded, eventually, in abolishing slavery, President Lincoln, was Republican. On the back of the medal is 
written, “General amnesty, uniform currency, equal taxes & equal rights,” which certainly seems to cover a lot of ground. 
On the back of a medal, they sound like admirable goals. Of course, the slogan for the 1868 National Democratic 
Convention was, “This is a White Man's Country, Let White Men Rule,” so one wonders just how equal that “equal rights” 
statement was meant to be. 

The campaign song for Seymour and Blair was called, “The White Man’s Banner.” I won’t bother putting the lyrics down 
because I think you get the drift. 

Grant was a war hero from Illinois and reluctant politician. Seymour was a career politician from New York, having 
served as the state’s governor.  Looking back, it doesn’t seem surprising that a nation coming off of a brutal civil war 
would elect the war hero as their leader. Grant, whose campaign song was called, “A Nation’s Hero,” would carry 26 
states while Seymour carried 8.  There were still states that hadn’t been restored to the union and some of today’s states 
were territories at the time. 

If you’re wondering about the value of such a medal, this particular piece was sold fairly quickly by the Coin Cabinet for 
$88. 
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