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Metal Detecting 
By Bob Bustin 

1. Finding the right Metal Detector for You  

There are a number of magazines and books on metal detectors and, of 
course, you can always Google them. Read as much as you can on different 
machines and the various functions of each one. Then decide on the one that 
is best suited to the type of detecting you want to do. If you are serious 
about metal detecting, I would not recommend buying a cheap machine. 
You will be wasting your time and get discouraged quickly. It is also a good 
idea to have a handheld pin pointer detector. This will allow you to zero in 
on the object once you have dug out the general area where you first got the 
signal. You will also need a small shovel and a screen to sift the soil. 

2. History and Metal Detecting 

Metal detectors were first put into use during the war to locate land mines. 
These old machines were not as effective as the military hoped they would 
be. However, they are now much more sophisticated. 

The various items you may find while detecting can also be of historic 
significance. Besides coins and other metal objects, you may also dig up old 
bottles and other artefacts. 
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3. Fringe Area Detection 

If you understand the fringe area of detection, it will enable you to detect metal targets to the maximum depth capability of 
any equipment. Most items have a specific detection pattern. For instance, the pattern for a coin may extend about 9” 
below the search coil. The pattern for a small jar of coins may extend 18”. Within these areas of detection an unmistakable 
detection signal is produced from the machine. Detection can also take place outside the detection pattern. Signals from 
the detection pattern are too weak to be heard by the operator except in the fringe area, directly adjacent to the outer edges 
of the normal detection pattern. 

4. Metal Detecting as a Hobby 

It is very important to make sure you have permission if you are planning to metal detect on privately owned land. 

Metal detecting is a great hobby, it gets you outside in the fresh air, you get exercise and there is always the anticipation of 
finding something special. You meet others who are also detecting and it is interesting to share your knowledge and 
experiences with them. 

There have been many treasures lost over the centuries, some have been found but there are still many old coins and other 
treasures to be found. So, it is possible to make money. There will be days when you will find numerous items which will 
keep you going back for more. 

MacKnight Woods 

By Kevin Day-Thorburn, FRCNA 

Sitting on my desk are two local woods I had been planning to document. I’ve been researching the business and gathering 
stories about the man who issued these advertising pieces, so imagine my surprise to read Judy Blackman’s writeup on the 
“Featured Wood of the Month” in the May 2020 issue of Timber Talk, the Canadian Association of Wooden Money 
Collectors’ newsletter, featuring these very woods. 

Many of you will likely remember MacKnight Motors on Rothesay Avenue.  I don’t, but I took these woods to a local 
Facebook group for information and there were many responses about Alden MacKnight, the owner of the business and 
issuer of the woods, who passed away in 2017 at the age of 90. Most seemed to remember him fondly, some stating he 
gave them a start in auto body work. 

There were stories of “shenanigans” in making cars work better than the condition they were actually in, but people still 
bought cars from him and were happy.  One stated the RCMP liked to use them because they were reliable and fast in 
responding to accidents. 

Then there was the time “Alden MacKnight stood in front of the bulldozer that Elsie (Wayne, long-time mayor of Saint 
John) sent to demolish the building and would not move.” He “had balls of steel to stand up to the dozer and the court 
order ... gotta respect the man for that, plus the fact he employed a lot of workers through the years. Just about every one 
of the "old time" body shop men or automotive painters in this city worked there at one time in their career.” 

These woods were issued in 1966 and there were 1000 of each. 
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But wait, there’s more! Stay tuned for more next newsletter on these woods and involvement of the Saint John Coin Club 
back in the 1970s when they drew the ire of famed numismatist Doug Ferguson. 

Wooden nickels are a great way to document local historic events, businesses, or people that wouldn’t normally be 
documented numismatically and CAWMC is an organization worth joining if you have an interest.  Our Saint John Coin 
Club has a nice, long history with wooden nickels and the issues are sought-after by collectors everywhere. 

Hobby Updates 
1. The RCNA was forced to cancel their July convention in Halifax due to the COVID-19 virus. This is the first time in 

the organization’s history a convention had to be cancelled.  Of note is that because of planning time and contractual 
commitments, the convention medal was still struck, but in rather low quantities. As a collector of Atlantic Canadian 
medals, this is rather exciting. 

Here is the press release: 

PRESS RELEASE – Royal Canadian Numismatic Association 
Toronto, Ontario, May 20: As we all are intimately aware, the world is confronting the greatest health crisis of 
our generation, and most likely of the last century. Our thoughts are with each of you in our collector society, 
your families, your clubs and their members, and your broader communities. We wish each of you the best, 
and an optimistic hope that this will pass safely for all of us in due course.

It is with sadness that we must announce that The Royal Canadian Numismatic Association’s 2020 annual 
convention, planned for July in Halifax, has been cancelled. We must look first to the health and safety of our 
collector family, and it does not appear to us that we can hold our 2020 convention in July and uphold that 
obligation, which has to remain our foremost consideration. Your Executive would have announced this 
decision earlier, but the hotel at which our convention was to be held took the position that we must wait until 
two months before the planned start of our convention to determine if the convention could still be held, based 
on what was known at that date (May 20).

If you have already registered for the convention, for a full refund, please contact our Executive Secretary.

We are happy to say that our annual Convention Medal will still be available in Silver, Copper and Nickel in 
very limited mintages. If you are interested in purchasing a medal contact our Executive Secretary.

In addition, we are still in talks with our auction company to works out the details of an on-line only auction later 
this year. Further announcements will be made as they are confirmed.

2. This brings us to note there will be an RCNA auction. It is scheduled for August 27-29, 2020. More information can 
be found on the RCNA website. 

3. Issued through the RCNA is a new book, Past & Nearly Perfect by Rob Turner. Anyone with an interest in pattern, 
trial, specimen, and proof Canadian large cents from 1857 to 1920 will want to consider this reference. Information 
on ordering it can also be found on the RCNA website. 
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4.    I am looking at the possibility of 
conduction some sort of meeting or 
presentation through the Internet. It 
would likely involve some sort of 
third-party site, such as Zoom, but 
I’m still early in the planning stages. I 
do have a topic in mind. Feel free to 
contact me with any feedback or 
ideas. 

5.     If you do have some free time 
with all that is, or isn’t, going on, I 
hope you’re able to enjoy our hobby. 
What a great time to work on 
submitting an article. First and 
foremost, play safe! I hope to see 
everyone sometime soon.
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