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A Local Look at the 
Royal Visit of 1939 
by Kevin Day-Thorburn, FRCNA

The Royal Tour of Canada in 1939 was a big deal.  It marked the first 
time a reigning Canadian monarch stepped foot in our country and 
served to strengthen a number of political relations while the 
countries involved, Great Britain, Canada, and the United States, 
were on the verge of the second World War.  It also made for great 
entertainment, much the way royal visits do today.  Still, nothing 
before or since achieved the fervour of this particular event.

It was fairly early into his reign that King George VI and his wife, 
Queen Elizabeth, who would become best known to many of us as 
the Queen Mother later in life, embarked on this fast-paced tour.  
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They covered every province, many twice, and included a foray into the US.  It must have been a gruelling trip.
The month-long visit began in Quebec on May 17.  From here, the party made the long journey west aboard the 
CPR Royal Train reaching Victoria on May 29.  In Ottawa on May 21 the first royal walkabout occurred 
spontaneously and proved such a tremendous success it is now a staple with similar visits.  From British 
Columbia they made their way back east before departing Canada for the United States for four days, returning 
to tour the Atlantic Provinces from June 12-15 before ending in Halifax.

A visit of this magnitude no doubt required a lot of planning, beginning with its conception with Governor 
General Lord Tweedsmuir, hoping to foster a Canadian identity, through to every volunteer.  One such group of 
volunteers, vital in maintaining peace and order when the royal party would be greeted by excited spectators, 
were the Civilian Guards.  Following is a look at one such guard, Warren D. Armstrong of Fredericton, NB.

Mr. Armstrong made a career for himself in education, but it’s not clear if he was working in this field when the 
royals made their visit to Fredericton June 13, 1939.  He was born Warren Douglas Armstrong in the small 
Charlotte County community of Elmsville, NB on March 7, 1920.  An attached letter shows a somewhat 
informal offer of employment from the Lepreaux [sic] area of the province at a salary of 30 dollars per month.  
Dated July 25, 1939, this would make Warren 19 years old.

www.sjcoinclub.com �2

http://www.sjcoinclub.com


Volume 6 Issue 4 May 2019

A letter dated April 7, 1953 shows an offer to Armstrong for the position of principal of Harvey Regional High 
School, with a salary of $3300 per year.  It would appear he was serving as Assistant Principal at Beaconsfield 
School in West Saint John and still interested in the military from this blurb in the Saint Croix Courier from 
August 10, 1944, “Warren D. Armstrong, assistant principle at the Beaconsfield School, West Saint John, is 
taking a cadet instructor's course at Camp Utopia to qualify for a commission.”  Warren died in Fredericton 
May 11, 2007.

These letters and ephemera of Armstrong’s, supplied by Saint John Coin Club past president Jim Young, 
provide a very compelling look into many aspects of one individual’s involvement with an event so important 
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to our nation.  The printed instructions for the civilian guards are particularly interesting with guards instructed 
to bring their own lunch “and have at least one sandwich on their persons to be eaten during the course of 
duty.”  Under duty instructions it reads, “There will undoubtedly be occasions when your patience will be tried 
by over-enthusiastic spectators along the Royal Route,” with details on how to handle such issues.

The Royal Canadian Mint, of course, produced the 1939 silver dollar and a selection of medals to 
commemorate the Royal Visit.  There was a small bronze medal given out to school children across the country, 
a larger bronze piece, along with a sterling silver version, available for purchase to the public through post 
offices at 10 cents and 50 cents each, respectively.  It should be noted that there were two varieties of the 
obverse, a Thomas Shingles version, with the bust extending to the medal’s edge, and a Percy Metcalfe version 
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with a space between the bust and the edge.  Gold versions were received by the King, Queen, Prime Minister 
Mackenzie King, and US President Roosevelt.

There were also private issues, such as the Kinsmen Club example pictured.  Many seemed to use a stock 
obverse, allowing them to add their information on the reverse.  This medal would appear to have been a 
pocket piece.  A collection of 1939 Royal Visit medals would be a nice challenge and would make a striking 
display.
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SJCC MINUTES - April 16, 2019 
The meeting was called to order by president Kevin Day-Thorburn at 7pm.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved on a motion by Jim Young, seconded by George 
Murray.

Treasurer Tom Craig had to miss the meeting as he was called out if town.  He forwarded his report to Kevin 
who relayed that we had $1555 in the bank.

Jim Butler was under the weather, so we postponed the presentation he was set to give to the next meeting.

Kevin reported that our secretary, Jim Jennex resigned for personal reasons.  If anyone has an interest in the 
position, they can approach an executive member.

Kevin stated that our club’s wooden nickels are still in production with Canada Wide Woods.

It was decided that we’d need to cancel our door prize draw for the gold coin because the government was slow 
in processing our request for a lottery license and it would be illegal to proceed without one, even if the club 
could really use the funds.  The club approved that Tom could purchase the gold coin at the $100 the club had 
paid for it.

We have 25 tables sold for our May show.  The room cost at the Chateau Saint John is $130 for anyone staying 
over night.  They just need to mention “coin show” to get the rate.  Bob Hutchinson and Bob Dorcas 
volunteered to spend time manning the door.  There were also a few volunteers to decorate/set up the bourse 
room at the Kent Theatre and at the Chateau Saint John for the reception.

Kevin passed around the latest (2019) Grand Bay-Westfield trade token.  This year it features the 100th 
anniversary of the Westfield Golf and Country Club.  The tokens can be purchased for $3 and seem to be 
selling quickly.

In lieu of our presentation, Kevin conducted a bit of a coin grading quiz.  He passed around 8 ICCS graded 
coins and members took their best guess at the grades.  Most felt it wasn’t easy and the highest score was 2 out 
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of 8 correct (George).  Of course, grading is subjective and the hotel lighting may not have been ideal.  
Feedback seemed to suggest this may be welcomed at another time.

Jim Young showed an appreciation plaque the club had presented him a number of years ago.  We’re looking 
forward to honouring someone with our Award of Merit at our 60th anniversary reception.

Our 50/50 draw was won by Lou Delvallet. He and the club both received $20.

The meeting was adjourned on a motion by George.

Submitted by Jim Young
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