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1988 Summerside, PEI Trade Dollar Insert 

Unusual Items 
by Tom Craig, FRCNA

Most of us will remember the 1980s and 1990s when the “trade 
dollar” craze was in full force. It seemed every village to large city 
were producing “trade dollars.” And of course, why not? It was a 
great way to raise monies for the issuer to pass the funds onto some 
local charity or event.  To this day some communities still do this on a 
yearly basis. And of course, this opened a whole new area for us 
coin collectors. Some of the designs were spectacular and others, 
not so much.

This is one of those issues. It took place in Prince Edward Island, 
PEI, and was produced by The Greater Summerside Chamber of 
Commerce. Only 6 years are listed in my information.

They are:
1988—Caboose Dollar
1986—Horse Dollar
1985—Micmac Dollar
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Contact Us 

President  &  Editor - Kevin 
Day-Thorburn 
harbouredtreasures@gmail.com 

Treasurer - Tom Craig 
ycart@rogers.com 

Vice President - George Murray 

Secretary - Jim Jennex 

Past President - Jim Young 

Upcoming Events 

March 16, 2019 - Florenceville 
Collector Show 

April 13, 2019 - Woodstock 
Collector Show 

April 27, 2019 - Central Nova 
Coin Club Show, Truro, NS 

May 2 & 3, 2019 - Geoffrey Bell 
Auctions Ltd. 2019 Spring Sale 

May 26, 2019 - SJCC Annual 
Collector Show 

Newsletter Ad Rates 

Single 1/4 page ad $5/issue 
6 consecutive months $20 

ALMOST 
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1984—Argus Dollar
1983 --Abegweit Dollar
1982—Anne Dollar
1979—Lobster Dollar

I have not been able to find any information on 
what coins were struck for 1981, or 1980, if 
produced during those years.

Each issue came with a printed paper strip 
outlining the history of each issue. An example is 
the Horse. It writes about the arrival of the horse 
on the island, the racing history of the horses 
and the big race held each year. The big race 
continues to this day.  The information generated 
is too large for one publication, so I will break it 
up into three sections with one for each month.

This month’s example from the series is The 
Caboose.

Club News
Our February meeting promises to be an important 
one.  We are very close to finalizing our club logo, so 
stop by to have a say in its choosing.  The logo will 
help us brand our long-standing organization in 
addition to getting some publicity.  There’s lots 
happening in 2019 as the Saint John Coin Club 
celebrates its 60th anniversary!  Then we can decide 
how to use it; do we want to issue some sort of medal 
or wood (or both)?  There are lots of possibilities. We 
should have some sort of plan to reach out to the 
community to improve our visibility and attract new 
members.  I know many could use some help when it 
comes to understanding what’s collectable and what’s 
not.  We have lots to do, so I hope to see everyone at 
the February meeting. 

SLAVE-GIRL 
CURRENCY 
By Jim Jennex 
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In the ancient history of Ireland slave-girls were called cumals. One cumal, pronounced cool, could 
buy you three cows, three goats or seventy-two sheep. There were also male slaves known as mugs, 
but slave-girls were the preferred medium of exchange. This very ancient form of money was used in 
Ireland well into the middle ages, and was only outlawed by a church council in the year 1171.

The cumal system of currency was recorded in early Irish lawtexts, where it was revealed that it 
eventually became the legal unit of the land, known as cumal-land, the equivalent of thirty-four 
English acres. A debt could be paid by giving land or three cows.

Over a period of several hundred years, the cumal system evolved to include two units of value; 
cumals, which were equal to three cows, and sècts, which were equal to one-half ounce of silver.

In the second century A.D., a man's worth was measured in livestock. The reigning monarch of the 
time, King Fegus, required murderers to make a blood money payment of seven cumals of silver and 
seven cumals of land for the murder of anyone under the King's protection.

Over time, the cumal system was replaced by the use of Norman-English coins, and the colourful 
history of slave-girl currency became an interesting numismatic memory.
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SJCC MINUTES - JANUARY 2019 
Eleven members were in attendance at the Chateau Saint John Hotel on January 15th when President 
Day-Thorburn opened the meeting at 7:05 PM.

Circulated minutes from our November 2018 meeting were approved following a motion for 
acceptance from Treasurer Craig and seconded by Jim Young. Carried.

A motion for acceptance of Treasurer Craig's report was received from Jim Young and seconded by J 
M. Carried.

President Day-Thorburn spoke further on our preparations for selecting a suitable image of the Marco 
Polo ship for our club logo, and invited members to give him photo suggestions for consideration.

Treasurer Craig gave an informative slide show on the Bank of Vancouver which was narrated by 
President Day-Thorburn.

Treasurer Craig informed us that out-of-town coin dealers had expressed to him their security 
concerns over the location of our past collectors' shows. One dealer from Nova Scotia said that he was 
unlikely to attend any of our future shows unless we upgraded our security and held our shows at a 
site attached to a hotel. With these concerns in mind, Treasurer Craig said that he had made 
preliminary enquiries at the Days Inn (formerly the Colonial Inn) and the Trade and Convention 
Centre. Members supported a preference for the Trade and Convention Centre and Treasurer Craig 
said that he would make further enquiries at the Convention Centre and the Delta Hotel.

Treasurer Craig requested the assistance of members to assist with the organization of our May 
Collectors' Show, and Jim Young, Secretary Jennex and President Day-Thorburn volunteered to form 
a committee under the leadership of Treasurer Craig.

It was further suggested by President Day-Thorburn that we might consider holding two shows, one in 
the Spring and the second in the Fall. It was agreed that the committee would also explore the 
possibility.

Treasurer Craig said that total 50/50 monies to date from the stamp and coin clubs is $239.00.

Vice President Murray agreed to telephone contact persons on our list of members, who have not been 
attending meetings and paying dues, to determine if they are still interested in our club.

Jim Young asked Secretary Jennex for a status report on our formation of a stamp and coin club at St. 
Malachy's High School, and was told that everything was on hold until his grandchildren finish their 
exams the third week of January.

Top finishers in the Numismatic Quiz were:

President Day-Thorburn 10 out of 10; Vice President Murray 10 out of 10; Treasurer Craig 7 out of 10

Auction - Submitted by Jim Jennex, Secretary
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