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James Williston, RCNA Head Judge, handing out top ribbons to 
Ron Greene and Rory Grant in the paper money category 

Unusual Finds 
by Tom Craig, FRCNA

As most of you will recall, our own Saint John Coin Club 
member, Mr. Rory Grant, entered the RCNA Convention last 
year, 2017, and won first prize for his display in Paper Money. 
The display featured $5.00 bank notes from the Bank of 
Canada. The display was called “Fun with Fives.”  Rory 
decided to enter another display this year at the RCNA 
convention / show at Mississauga, Ontario.  The display 
featured paper money from the Bank of Canada as well.

The display was formed around the kids’ game, Snakes and
Ladders. Some of you may recall the game from years gone 
by, but basically it is a game of roll the dice to go up the board 
based on the number you rolled. If you landed on a snake 
head, you went down to the tail of that snake and had start 
over.  What Rory has done is to use several denominations of 
bills that the serial numbers that are ascending from 1 to 7 and 
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2 to 8. The descending from 8 to 2 and 7 to 1, with the note 1234321 in the centre. These are the 
ladder notes.  On the right side, representing the snake, are the notes that have the serial numbers 
2,000,000 to 9,000,000 all in $5.00 denominations.

By and by, it all worked out with Rory winning the second prize. He is now batting 2 for 2. What will 
next year bring?

Rory’s RCNA display, 
“Snakes & Ladders… It’s 
your turn!” at the RCNA 
convention in 
Mississauga and his 2nd 
place ribbon 
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Saint John Attraction Issues 
Commemorative Souvenir 

by Kevin Day-Thorburn, FCRNA 

Skywalk Saint John is a revamped version of an old attraction, located at the site of the city’s world-
famous Reversing Rapids (often referred to as the Reversing Falls), allowing visitors the opportunity 
to experience this natural wonder in style.  The new owner of the venue released a commemorative 
medal in 2017 as a souvenir to all who stop in to learn more and capture some exhilarating shots of 
this attraction.

Having first opened in 1954, the structure featured modern, innovative design aspects that 
impressed many visitors for decades, even being referred to as “Atlantic Canada’s Greatest Tourist 
Attraction.”  In more recent years, the building fell into disrepair and was on the verge of being torn 
down by the city before Max Kotlowski stepped in to save it.  He increased the size of the existing 
theatre, expanded the rooftop deck space by extending it with a stainless steel and glass cantilever 
platform, and added an elevator to assist accessibility.  Additionally, the space houses a revitalized 
restaurant.

The medal was very nicely executed, sporting a stylized representation of the skywalk, the reversing 
rapids, and the Reversing Falls Bridge with the caption, “Skywalk Saint John” and the year, 2017.  
The reverse depicts the now-folkloric Loyalist Man, who is a gigantic feature outside of the building, 
(and who is known to have graced the woods and medals of the Saint John Coin Club for many 
years), with “Saint John New Brunswick” around the perimeter.

The medal was manufactured in the USA with 7500 having been struck in gold-tone and 2500 in 
silver-tone metal.  It measures 32mm and is non-magnetic.

More information about Skywalk Saint John can be found on their website.
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Other Club News 
BUY & SELL!  Come to the meeting early; the doors will be open at 6pm so members can have a 
chance to buy and sell some numismatic items before the meeting starts.  If you’re just interested in the 
meeting, you don’t have to be there until its normal 7pm start time.

Who will win the Attendance Prize? All you have to do to be entered is show up!

Are you interested in learning more about our hobby? Our club is offering a chance at a 50% reduction in 
the cost of the RCNA’s correspondence courses upon successful completion.  Inquire at the meeting 
or via email for details.  Visit rcna.ca for details on the courses.
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