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Grand Bay-Westfield Trade Dollar 
by Kevin Day-Thorburn

For the first time ever there has been a trade dollar issued for 
the town of Grand Bay-Westfield, NB and it’s generating plenty 
of excitement in the community and with collectors.  Cory 
Ryan, a pharmacist and owner of The Medicine Shoppe 
Pharmacy on River Valley Road in the town, is the driving 
force behind the project.  Ex-military and sporting a small 
collection of coins and medals of his own, Ryan formed River 
Valley Coins as a non-profit organization with a goal to give 
money back to restoring some of the town’s buildings and 
monuments.

Even though collectors like to refer to them as trade dollars, 
and the proper name would be a trade token due to their 
nominal three dollar denomination, they are being marketed as 
coins in community and there are a few local stores willing to 
treat them as such.  Besides Ryan’s pharmacy, which he 
operates with his wife Jennifer who is also an owner and 
pharmacist and involved in the project, the coins can be used 
at Westfield Country Store.
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Contact Us 

President  &  Editor - Kevin 
Day-Thorburn 
harbouredtreasures@gmail.com 

Treasurer - Tom Craig 
ycart@rogers.com 

Vice President - George Murray 

Secretary - Jim Jennex 

Past President - Jim Young 

Upcoming Events 

Aug 7-11, 2018 - RCNA 
Convention, Mississauga, ON 

Aug 11, 2018 - Geoffrey Bell 
Auctions Ltd, Paris Sale 

Oct 20, 2018 - Woodstock 
Collector Show 

Newsletter Ad Rates 

Single 1/4 page ad $5/issue 
6 consecutive months $20 
Contact the editor for details
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The front of the 32mm bimetalic token features the town’s seal with the three dollar denomination, 
while the reverse sports the rock sculpture, Rivergate, by Bulgarian artist Radoslav Sultov, which was 
placed at Brundage Point in September of 2012.

And for those collectors who like the challenge of collecting varieties, you’re in luck.  The initial token 
had the artist’s first name misspelled, Radislav, but was corrected in a subsequent striking. There 
were 2,000 of the error token minted and only 1,000 of the proper version.

Ryan stated the popular St. Andrews, NB trade dollars were an inspiration for his coins and he was 
able to secure the same Chinese mint for their production.

Anyone interested in purchasing a token can contact Cory Ryan by emailing rvcoins@gmail.com for 
more information. 

Minutes - May 2018 Meeting 

The meeting was called to order at 7pm.  12 members were present. 

It was noted that our secretary, Jim Jennex wasn’t feeling well this evening and couldn’t make the meeting.  
Kevin Day-Thorburn said he’d note the minutes as we progressed. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved on a motion by Jim Young, seconded by Bob H. 

Tom Craig delivered his Treasurer’s Report, noting that placing an ad in the Telegraph Journal was becoming 
prohibitively expensive.  His report was approved on a motion from Jim Young, seconded by Jim B. 

With more news regarding our upcoming Spring Collector Show, Tom noted there were 28 tables sold now and 
reminded us that funds are split between us and the stamp club.  There may not be displays at the show.  Tom 
asked for volunteers for the Friday set up of the show and Paul, Lou, and George put forth their names.  There 
would also likely be volunteers from the stamp club.  Tom noted he included a lot of new images in the running 
slide show, especially more stamps.  Kevin volunteered to be at the show early Sunday morning to help put the 
banners up and assist dealers. 
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It was noted by Bob H. that ticket sales were going well. 

Tom reported on the Woodstock and Florenceville shows, which were well attended. 

Dave Williams of the stamp club did another nice article in the newspaper on the show. 

We recapped the APNA show in Truro.  Tom read the minutes from the general meeting at the APNA. 

Kevin mentioned that liability insurance was available for the club via the ONA.  After a short discussion, there 
was a motion made by Jim Y. that we try to obtain the insurance before our show.  This was seconded by Jim B. 
and the motion carried. 

For the club logo, we narrowed the choices to the Bank of New Brunswick building, the 3 sisters, the Marco 
Polo ship, and Loyalist Man.  The general consensus was that we don’t need to rush into the decision, as it’s a 
large one.  Jim Y made a motion we carry the choices over to the next meeting, which was seconded by George 
and passed. 

Jim Y provided our attendance prize, which he promptly won back before a second drawing which went to 
Paul.  Bob H will provide the next prize.  Jim Y noted that a consecutive winner would get an extra prize from 
him. 

Jim Y conducted our auction which brought in over $80. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:33pm. 

SJCC to Involve Social Media in the Selection 
of their First Official Logo 

Get involved! We’re planning on introducing an official Saint John Coin Club logo for use in 
correspondence, on medals, advertising, etc., so bring your ideas and have a voice in this important 
matter.  The Bank of New Brunswick building, Loyalist Man, the Marco Polo, the Three Sisters Light, and 
the Reversing Falls Rapids have all been mentioned.  Come share your views at the next meeting.  At the 
last meeting the club decided to get everyone involved with the selection of our first official logo via social 
media!  Club members will narrow the possible choices to two logo themes, then we’re going to unleash 
them to our Facebook page where anyone will be able to place a vote for their favourite logo.  When the 
votes are tallied, the design with the most votes will become the official logo for the Saint John Coin 
Club. 
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Other Club News 
BUY & SELL!  Come to the meeting early; the doors will be open at 6pm so members can have a 
chance to buy and sell some numismatic items before the meeting starts.  If you’re just interested in the 
meeting, you don’t have to be there until its normal 7pm start time.

Who will win the Attendance Prize? All you have to do to be entered is show up!

Are you interested in learning more about our hobby? Our club is offering a chance at a 50% reduction in 
the cost of the RCNA’s correspondence courses upon successful completion.  Inquire at the meeting 
or via email for details.  Visit rcna.ca for details on the courses.
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