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Michael J McGivney Founder 
of Knights of Columbus 
by Kevin Day-Thorburn

The March meeting of the Saint John Coin Club differed from 
the usual gatherings; in addition to having to meet on a 
Wednesday instead of our usual Tuesday due to a hotel 
mixup, we had a long overdue show-and-tell night.  Everyone 
who made it out is commended, especially with the impending 
Nor’easter that was set to arrive that evening.  It seemed 
every item presented was worthy of a featured presentation of 
their own and that speaks well of the quality of collecting 
happening within our club.  One of the items brought by our 
past president, Jim Young, is the subject of this article.

Large medals always impress; they’re heavy, detailed, and 
don’t require the use of a magnifying glass to appreciate the 
content.  At 76mm and weighing 220.5 grams, the silver-plated 
bronze table medal Jim passed around covers all these bases.  
The obverse sports a bold portrait of Rev. Michael J. 
McGivney, the priest that founded the Knights of Columbus.  
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Upcoming Events 

April 21, 2018 - Woodstock 
Collector Show 

April 28, 2018 - APNA 
Collector Show, Truro, NS 
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The reverse has a depiction of St. Mary’s Church in New Haven, Connecticut, which is where the 
order the came into existence and where Father McGivney’s remains are entombed.

The Medallic Art Company in the United States has a long history of producing quality products in 
this genre.  The company was formed in 1903 in New York city, moved to Danbury, Connecticut, in 
1972, which is the place they were at the time the medal was struck, 1990.  They moved again in 
1991 to Sioux Falls, South Dakota, then to their current location of Dayton, Nevada where they have 
a large production facility.  On the edge of the medal the company’s name is engraved along with the 
date and composition.  Additionally, the number 1515/3000 indicates this medal’s issue number and 
the mintage.

The medal was designed by sculptor Paul Lantuch, who came to the United States via Lithuania and 
who works making exceptionally detailed jewellery and engraving guns.

Father McGivney has a Canadian connection.  At the age of 16, in 1868, he prepared for the 
seminary by attending college in St. Hyacinthe, Quebec.  The Knights of Columbus, founded by 
McGivney in 1882, is a Roman Catholic fraternal organization most would be familiar with for the 
charitable work they do.  It is now the world’s largest Catholic organization of this sort.  The young 
priest died of pneumonia in 1890 at 38 years old.  He was declared venerable in 2008 by Benedict 
XVI and if he’s ever made a saint, he would be the first American-born priest to achieve this.

The amount of history contained in one medal is amazing and that’s exactly what makes 
numismatics so important. 

 

Minutes - March 2018 Meeting 

Ten members of the Saint John Coin Club were in attendance at the Chateau Saint John Hotel on Wednesday, 
March 21st, 2018 when President Day-Thorburn convened the meeting at 7:05 pm. 

 The first order of business was the reading of the minutes by Secretary Jennex. 

 Next on the agenda was Treasurer Craig's report, which included a typed handout of recent banking 
transactions and reflected our bank balance of $1,808.64. 

 Treasurer Craig brought everyone up to date on his much appreciated work organizing our May 28th 
Collectors' Show.  Members were told that advertising posters will be going up again this year, including two 
posters in the pedway and the ordering of a second four-foot banner. 
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 We were further informed by Treasurer Craig that he has asked the post office for a donation to our 
show and he is awaiting their response.  

 Treasurer Craig also requested our assistance in making up the tickets for the door prize.  Jim Young 
offered to help but stated that he would require the support of others.  

 George Murray with 8 out of 10, Kevin Day-Thorburn with 7 out of 10, and Jim Young with 6 out of 
10 were the top finishers in the Numismatic Trivia quiz. 

 President Day-Thorburn said that he attended last month's Moncton Coin Club meeting.  There were 
six or seven in attendance and meetings are the third Wednesday of each month. 

 Members were asked at last month's meeting to bring a numismatic item of personal interest to our 
March meeting for a show-and-tell.  Eight members enthusiastically showed their items and gave brief talks 
which were informative and interesting. 

  Our meeting concluded at 9 PM following a very lively and spirited auction by our auctioneer, Jim 
Young, who was in his usual fine form extracting as much money as possible from the bidding members.  The 
auction total was $70.00, plus a $40 donation from John M. 

Submitted by Jim Jennex 
Secretary 

Minutes - April 2018 Executive Meeting 
Between the hours of 7:30 PM and 10:30 PM on Wednesday, April 4th, 2018, the following members of the 
coin club's executive met at Secretary Jennex's residence: 

 Kevin Day-Thorburn   President 
 George Murray                Vice-President 
 Tom Craig    Treasurer 
 Jim Jennex    Secretary 
 Jim Young    Past-President 

 Our president opened the meeting by asking that a strategy be initiated to increase membership and 
attendance at our monthly meetings.  One suggestion was to contact the Royal Canadian Numismatic 
Association (RCNA) to see if they will release the names of RCNA members residing in our area.  We would 
then contact these members and encourage them to join our club.  President Day-Thorburn volunteered to 
contact the RCNA. 

 Another suggestion to increase membership was to ask our members to individually make an effort to 
bring a prospective member to one of our meetings.   

 A further suggestion by our president was to introduce an "attendance draw" at our meetings.  The 
thinking being that the possibility of winning a prize might, in a small way, motivate more consistent 
attendance. 

 Still on the subject of attendance, it was agreed that an ad in the Saint John newspaper might prove 
beneficial. 
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 There was discussion on the creation of a coin club logo, with the Bank of N.B. or the N.B. museum 
being possible images for this logo.  President Day-Thorburn will further explore this possibility. 

 A proposal to have members wear name tags at our meetings resulted in agreement to provide stick-on 
tags at the beginning of each meeting.  Secretary Jennex will purchase these tags and ensure they are available 
at each meeting night. 

 Considerable conversation took place about our May collectors' show.  Agreement was unanimous that 
tickets should be sold and that quality prizes should be given to the winners.  In this respect, it was agreed that 
a gold coin should be one of the prizes and, since both stamp and coin clubs are participants, philatelic items 
should be part of the prizes, and that all prizes be listed on the tickets.  Jim Young has volunteered to make up 
the tickets and treasurer Craig will be contacting coin club member, Bob Hutchinson, to ask that he look after 
the distribution of the tickets and related monies.  Treasurer Craig will be attaining and organizing the prizes, 
including the purchase of a gold coin which he anticipates will cost approximately $175.00. 

 The meeting's concluding discussion concerned the acquisition of hard copies of the Atlantic Provinces 
Numismatic Association's (APNA) news letter for members who do not have access to a computer print-out.  
Life member, Jim Young, does not own a computer and would benefit from the APNA mailing him a news 
letter. 

 Our meeting was adjourned at 10:30 PM.                            Submitted by Jim Jennex, Secretary
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