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Unusual Finds 
by Tom Craig

We all know people that collect different items. Some collect bottles, 
salt shakers, books and of course, Coins and Stamps. Sometimes we 
are surprised at that item and sometimes we say, why not? 

A while ago I met a man that collects pins that you attached to one’s 
clothing on the front of your lapel or just pin it somewhere else. This 
person is from Germany. He spent his early years in Germany and 
Norway and traveled Europe. It all started years ago because his 
father repairs mantle clocks. Every weekend he and his father would 
travel to the various “markets” and purchase broken clocks at a 
fraction of their worth. From that, he would repair the units and 
resell them, thereby earning a good living according to him. At the 
same time, he was learning the trade. Some time in the early 1980s 
he took up residence in Canada and became a citizen. 

In his many travels he also collected these small “pins” with logos on 
them. As it turns out, they were advertising for automobiles from all 
the now-famous brands.  Names like; Mercedes, Bentley, Alpha 
Romeo, Spider, including some names we knew in Canada. Names 
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like International Harvester, Ford, Chevrolet, General Motors European Division. Most of this took place 
between 1950 and 1975. Some names you will recognize, no doubt. 

Below are some samples of the many pins collected over the years. 

Companies like; BUGATTI, MERCEDES BENZ, OPEL, ROLLS ROYCE, FIAT, MG, VAUXAL, 
CHEVROLET, PEUGEOT, DAF TRUCKS, INTERNATIONAL TRUCKS, FORD and many more. 

All in all, you can collect anything that suits your interest. This proves the point. 
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Minutes - February 2018 Meeting 

Members of the Saint John Coin Club met at the Chateau Saint John Hotel on Tuesday evening, 
February 20th, 2018. 

President Day-Thorburn called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm and acknowledged the presence of a 
new joining member, Robert Gray. 

Minutes from our January meeting were read by Secretary Jennex and were moved adopted by Jim 
Young without any discussion. 

Treasurer Craig presented his verbal and typewritten report, reflecting that our bank balance was 
$1,787.34. 

Treasurer Craig said that 8 or 9 tables have been requested for our spring coin show in May, and that 
the admission for adults is $2.00, with free admission for children.  He also mentioned that we will be 
selling tickets at the show on a numismatic item or items.  

Steve Murphy of ATV will possibly be doing a segment with our APNA president Dan McCormack. 

Treasurer Craig will be the primary organizer of this show and said he will be looking for one or two 
volunteers to assist at the door. 

In respect to advertising the show, Treasurer Craig said that notifications will be posted in Brunswick 
Square, Coburg Street, Dave Williams' philatelic newspaper column, radio, and at other locations to 
be determined. 

President Day-Thorburn informed us that the Moncton Coin Club will begin meeting again this month 
after an absence of several years. 

Treasurer Craig requested that members bring a favourite numismatic item to our March meeting for a 
show-and-tell. 

Members were also reminded by Treasurer Craig that our next meeting will take place on Wednesday, 
March 21st, not on the regular third Tuesday of the month.  This change is only for the month of 
March, which became necessary to accommodate the hotel's booking arrangements. 

Secretary Jennex held his numismatic quiz and the following members were given prizes: 
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 George Murray  1st  9 out of 10 

 Tom Craig   2nd  8 out of 10  

 &  Al London   2nd  8 out of 10 

  
Treasurer Craig presented a short slide show on Hawaiian money, which was narrated by President 
Day-Thorburn. 

The evening meeting closed out with Auctioneer, Jim Young, realizing $90.00 from the club's auction. 

Our meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:30 pm.  

Submitted by Jim Jennex 
Secretary
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