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Unusual Medal Finds 
by Tom Craig

In January of 2015 I wrote an article about the New Brunswick Long 
Rifle Association that has been around since the 1860s. In their 
competitions/shoots, medals for various awards were handed out. 
Most were made of copper or some base metal. In some cases, silver 
medals were also awarded. I have not been able to verify if any gold 
medals were struck or awarded.  

In some cases, the medals were engraved on the back with the name 
of the recipient and the date. Of course, many were not engraved. It 
could have been the cost associated during that time frame. 

Several months ago, I was able to find a Silver Medal from the same 
Rifle Association, so I first thought. It is dated 1868 and is Sterling 
Silver, stamped 92.5. The major difference in this medal is there is 
no room for engraving on the reverse. Instead it has the inscription as 
follows: 
“Presented by the Dominion of Canada Rifle Association 1868.” As 
you can see, the Dominion of Canada Rifle Association is the 
association for all of Canada whereas the New Brunswick Long Rifle 
Association is perhaps affiliated with the Dominion Association. So, 
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I have concluded the copper medals in the original write up were from the New Brunswick Chapter and not the 
D.C.R.A.  I have also found out the whole organization has evolved in the setup of the shooting matches over 
the years. The medals have also changed but I have only seen pictures of them.  

The medals are presented for the same purpose today, target shooting events that are sanctioned by one or the 
other associations or both. 

Details of this medal are as follows: 
Sterling Silver at 92.5 
Made by Birks 
Weight 45 grams 
Thickness 4 mm 
43 mm diameter 
Design of two soldiers on the Obverse side shaking hands, with presentation information of the Reverse side by 
the D.C.R.A. 1868. 

ORIGINAL ARTICLE 

This month I found a subject that was of interest to me for a long time. It is about Full-Bore Rifle Shooting or 
Target Shooting. A little history of target shooting using the “full bore” shooting guns in our local area. These 
guns as the name implies, are a full bore, long barrel type as in the late 1800s or early to mid 1900s. 
Modification to types of guns used and rules have changed over time for this shooting sport.  

Years ago, a friend of mine, from Saint John, earned the right to shoot in the protégés rifle shoot in England, 
the “Bisley.” He did well in his class but no trophy. 

The local association we have here is called the New Brunswick Rifle Association. My research into this states 
the following; the oldest trophy belonging to this NBRA is named thr Prince of Wales Challenge Cup. It was 
presented to the New Brunswick Militia Rifle Volunteers to promote marksmanship by the Royal Highness, 
Edward, Prince of Wales during his visit to the province in 1860. In 1861 the trophy was placed into 
competition for the first time and was won by Private J. Elston from Kings County. 

A report of the Provincial Rifle Association from 1867 reports a number of prizes that were handed out, 
showing the importance of the marksmanship in the military. Total prizes consisted of 450 pounds made up of 
money, gold watch & chain valued at 15 pounds, silver tea services, double barrel shot gun, and lots of silver 
medals. 

A short definition on “FULL BORE.”  Full-bore target shooting is a sport of long range precision shooting. It 
breaks down into Target Rifle and F Class. The target rifle uses .223 or 308 rifles with adjustable sights. Some 
are shot from the prone position where other classes can use various supports such as a bipod. 

At a recent meeting of the RNBRA it was noted the actual number of people taking up this sport has seen a 
dramatic downturn in members. The origination voices such a concern that they fear the sport is in trouble in 
New Brunswick. (Does this sound familiar?) As best I could find out, there are 23 clubs in New Brunswick 
with the total members being in the several hundred. 

The New Brunswick Rifle Association stills hold completions from time to time including the area north of 
Saint John, Sussex NB. 
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Here is a copper medal dated 1976 from the competition held in Sussex. It was presented by the New 
Brunswick Rifle Association to a Mr. Bill Reid, Bronze award for the Grand Aggregate at the NBRA’s annual 
match held at Sussex. The match was held from July 14th to 17th, 1976.   Mr. Bill Reid also won the “Wetmore 
Cup” and the $56.00 prize money.  Medal: diameter 46 mm, weight 45.7g, and thickness 3mm. 

 

Minutes - January 2018 Meeting 

The first Saint John Coin Club meeting of 2018 was held at the Chateau Saint John Hotel on Tuesday evening, 
January 16th. 

Our new executive members for 2018 are: 

Kevin Day-Thorburn President 

George Murray Vice President 

Tom Craig Treasurer 
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Jim Jennex Secretary 

President Day-Thorburn called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm with eleven members in attendance. 

The first item on the agenda was the reading of the club's November, 2017 minutes by Secretary Jennex. No 
discussions originated from these minutes and it was moved by Jim Young and seconded by Lloyd Francis that 
the minutes be adopted as read. 

Treasurer Craig presented his report for our meeting in November, 2017 by handing out data on the financial 
transactions since last reported. Our bank balance was $1294.59 in December and remains the same to this 
January date. 

Treasurer Craig reported that he was in possession of a cheque from Geoffrey Bell Auctions in the amount of 
$270.00. This money was from an auction sale of our club's 150-medal die and lead impression. 

Jim Young and Louis Delvallet moved and seconded respectively the adoption of the treasurer's report. 

Some round table discussions took place over the responsibilities and leadership of the APNA. Treasurer Craig 
questioned the legality of the APNA retaining over $10,000 in their bank account, resulting in speculation from 
some members on whether or not the APNA is a non-profit organization. Treasurer Craig said that the APNA 
president, Dan McCormack, is planning on attending our March meeting, and that he will address these 
concerns with the president at that time or at some other time of communication between the two of them. 

President Day-Thorburn informed the members that he and Bob Hutchinson sold 3 of our 150-club medals at 
the Coin Cabinet Collectors' show in Moncton in November of 2017. 

Members were also reminded that our annual coin show will be held in Saint John on May 27th at the former 
Kent Theatre, also known as the Chinese Cultural Centre, located on Coburg Street. 

Secretary Jennex conducted his numismatic quiz and the following members won prizes: 

Kevin Day-Thorburn 1st 9 out of 10 

George Murray 2nd 8 out of 10 

& Jim Young 2nd 8 out of 10 

Tom Craig 3rd 7 out of 10 

Following the quiz, Treasurer Craig presented a slide show on Hong Kong monies, which was narrated by 
President Day-Thorburn. 

Our auctioneer, Jim Young, commenced the club auction at 8:05 pm and $110.00 was realized from this 
auction. 

The club meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm. 

Submitted by Jim Jennex 

Secretary 
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Woodstock 2017 Collector Show 
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February Presentation Topic:
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