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UNUSUAL FINDS 
125th Anniversary medal 

8th Princes Louise Hussars 
by Tom Craig

Another interesting find. This one is a medal issued for the 
125th anniversary of the 8th Hussars and later changed to 
“Princess Louise Hussars.” The regiment is located in Sussex, 
New Brunswick.  

The medal is 36 mm diameter with raised inscriptions. It 
appears to be made of base medal. The obverse has an 
inscription as follows; 8th New Brunswick Yeomanry Cavalry. 
The reverse side indicates the dates of the 125th anniversary, 
1848—1973 with the centre design stating VIII. It is not known 
how many were minted. This is the first one I have seen. 

The overall history was taken from the 8th Hussars Museum 
web site and reproduced with permission: 

The earliest beginnings of the 8th Canadian Hussars (Princess 
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Louise’s) can be traced to 1775 in the Colony of Virginia, where a Captain John Saunders raised a 
troop of cavalry (Saunders’ Horse) at his own expense to fight for the Crown against the colonial 
rebels. This unusual troop which included riflemen, grenadiers, artillery and cavalry never knew 
defeat until the British surrender at Yorktown in October 1783. In September 1783, Saunders’ horse 
as an entity was dispatched to New Brunswick where a large number of these Loyalist solders 
settled in the Saint John and Kennebecasis valleys.  
 
In 1879, the Regiment provided a mounted escort for the visit of the Governor General, the Marquis 
of Lorne and his wife, Her Royal Highness, The Princess Louise, daughter of Queen Victoria. 
Princess Louise so caught the eye of the Regiment that permission was sought to include her name 
in the Regiment’s title. Princess Louise consented and in July 1884, the Regiment was redesignated 
the 8th Princess Louise’s New Brunswick Regiment of Cavalry. In 1889, the Regiment was officially 
classified as "Hussars" in the Militia List and in 1892 the Regiment was again redesignated the 8th 
Princess Louise’s New Brunswick Hussars, a title which remained until 1957.  
 
On mobilization for the Great War, the Hussars were dealt a bitter blow; plans permitted mobilization 
of only a few existing units for the Canadian Expeditionary Force. The Hussars did, however provide 
one formed squadron and a number of officers to the 6th Canadian Mounted Rifles (CMR). In July 
1915, the 6th CMR sailed for England and by late October arrived in France for service in the 
trenches as infantry.  

The Second World War provided the Regiment’s first opportunity for active service as a formed unit, 
initially as the 4th Canadian Motor Cycle Regiment and then as the 5th Armoured Regiment. The 
Regiment landed in Italy on 19 December 1943 at Naples and saw action soon and frequently 
thereafter. The bloody battles of Cassino and the Liri Valley, the Metfa Crossing, Ceprano, The 
Gothic Line, Missano Ridge, Coriano, the Lamone River Crossing, and Coventello were grim 
testimony to the Regiment’s fighting effectiveness. In February 1945, the Hussars sailed from Italy to 
Southern France, and then moved by rail to Northwest Europe. After refitting the tanks, the Regiment 
went into action in Holland, breaking through to Putten in mid-April. The Regiment then moved north 
for the final actions of the war at the Delfzijl Pocket where 3,000 German soldiers surrendered to the 
Regiment. 
 
In 1950. the Regiment was again called upon to provide men for service with the Special Force 
which was deployed to Korea, and in 1951 "Y" Troop was organized for service with the 27th 
Canadian Infantry Brigade in Germany.  
 
In February 1958 the Reconnaissance Squadron of the Regular Regiment departed Canada for a 
one-year tour of duty with the United Nations Emergency Force (UNEF) in Egypt. The following year. 
the regiment sailed to Germany for service with the 4th Canadian Mechanized Brigade Group. 
Following a three-year tour in Germany, the Regular Regiment returned to Canada and established 
itself at Camp Petawawa, Ontario. In February 1964, "U" Squadron was deployed for a one-year tour 
of duty with UNEF in Egypt.  
 
On 24 June 1972 Her Majesty the Queen announced the appointment of Her Royal Highness, The 
Princess Anne as Colonel-in-Chief of the 8th Canadian Hussars (Princess Louise’s). In May 1978, 
"B" Squadron was formed as an independent tank squadron at Canadian Forces Base Gagetown 
equipped with "Leopard" tanks. In October 1978, the Regiment again deployed as part of a UN force 
in Cyprus. Upon returning to Canada it was equipped with the "Cougar" Wheeled Fire Support 
Vehicle. In 1987, the Regiment moved from its home of 25 years in Petawawa to Lahr, Germany. 
Equipped entirely with "Leopards", it became the Armoured Regiment of the 4th Canadian 
Mechanized Brigade Group until 1993.  
 
In 1993, the Regular Regiment returned to Moncton and was amalgamated with the Reserve 
Regiment, to become Canada’s first Total Force Armoured Regiment. Regimental Headquarters, "C" 
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and "HQ" Squadrons were then co-located in Moncton Garrison, "B" Squadron at the Sussex 
Armoury and "A" Squadron at CFB Gagetown.  
 
On 27 June 1998, the Regiment celebrated its 150th Anniversary highlighted by the presentation of a 
new guidon in Moncton, New Brunswick by its Colonel-in-Chief, the Princess Royal. The old Reserve 
Force Regimental Guidon was laid up at St. Michael’s Anglican Church in Hampton, New Brunswick 
in September, 1998.  
 
In August of 1998, the Regiment’s Regular Force squadron was re-badged, and the Regiment began 
its reversion to Reserve Force status. "C" Squadron in Moncton was to become "A" Squadron, with 
"B" Squadron remaining in Sussex. Under the Total Army Establishment, the Regiment was 
restructured to be consistent with other Reserve Armoured Regiments, and "HQ" Squadron was 
reduced to a Combat Service Support (CSS) Troop.  
 
The Regiment has participated in several “Aid to the civil authority” missions in recent history. In the 
summer of 1990 the Regiment sent a troop sized force to the province of Quebec in Cougars to 
assist in Canadian Forces Operations in the Oka Crisis. In the 1998 Ice Storm, the Regiment 
provided a platoon-sized force to assist in the maintenance of infrastructure in the community of St 
Stephen, New Brunswick. In the fall of 1998, the Regiment provided soldiers to the recovery effort for 
the Swiss Air Flight 111  
 
The 8th Canadian Hussars (Princess Louise’s) is the longest serving armoured regiment in the 
Canadian Forces. It had, for a time, the distinction of being Canada’s only Total Force Armoured 
Regiment. A classification it had between 1993 and 1998 when it was a mixed Regiment of Regulars 
and Reserve Troops. A Squadron being Regular Force served in CFB Gagetown and B, C and HQ 
Squadrons served in Sussex, Moncton and Sackville. In 1998 again due to budget reasons the 
Regular Squadron was disbanded and the Regiment reverted to reserve status again.   
 
The 8th Canadian Hussars (Princess Louise’s) has, through its long and distinguished service, 
demonstrated that it will continue to rise to each challenge in the same tradition the Regiment is 
known for. 

  

Minutes of the Saint John Coin Club  
21 November 2017 Meeting 
12 members present

The minutes were read, amended to add Jim Y. was voted as official auctioneer, and approved on a 
motion by Jim J. seconded by George.

Tom left the hard copy of his financial report at home, but gave us the bank balance and confirmed 
no major expenses had been due.
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Tom is still finalizing his letter to the APNA.

Tom booked the club and the stamp club at Vito’s Restaurant on Rothesay Ave for the holiday party 
December 12th.

Jim explained some of the problems with Stanley Gibbon in the UK.  After investigations, they’ve 
discovered their stock is depleted.

Tom asked if anyone would be willing to volunteer for an hour or so at the club table at the Coin 
Cabinet Collector Show in Moncton.  Al and Bob H. said they would try.  We will be promoting the 
sale of our Canada 150 club medals.

Kevin noted that our website was back up and running after Heritage Auctions, the company that 
sponsors the site, mistakenly let the domain go unpaid.  They apologized for the mixup and we 
thanked them for providing this service.

Dues for our club and the APNA are due for next year.

Jim J. conducted his monthly quiz resulting in a four-way tie for first: Jim Y., Lou, George, and Kevin.  
Jim Y. won the tie breaker for first, followed by Kevin for second.

Jim B. delivered an excellent presentation and slide show on Fenian and other Canadian uprising 
medals.

Jim Y. conducted another entertaining auction bringing in $85 for the club.

Meeting adjourned.                                                      Steve Small, Secretary
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