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UNUSUAL FINDS 

Coasters 

by Tom Craig

Sometimes in our quest of collecting we come across unusual 
items, that in a way, are related to numismatics. This is one of 
these cases. They are called coasters. Coasters are used to 
protect the surface of a table from hot or cold containers being 
used. Most are used when a hot cup of coffer is served, with 
the coaster providing a safe barrier for protection. Coasters 
are made in many shapes for the tourist industry.

In my collection I have a few from the USA and one from 
Spain. Here are some pictures of these coasters. This is part 
one of two articles on this subject.

The Indian head cent was produced with the first issue in 
1859. Production ceased in 1909 with the introduction of the 
Wheat Cent with President Lincoln shown on the obverse side. 
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This coaster features the Indian head one-cent coin from the USA, dated 1877. Most of these are 3 
or 4 inches diameter or 7.7 to 10 cm in diameter.

The second one is for the Bi-
Centennial of the United States, 
1776-1976. It features President 
Dwight Eisenhower on the Obverse. 
The Reverse shows the famous 
Liberty Bell with the crack on the side. 
Born in 1890 and deceased in 1969, 
he was president from 1953 until 1961. 
President Eisenhower was the 34th 
president of the United Sates.

Note the “copy” designation on the 
Ike and Washington coasters 

The third coaster, another marking the 
Bi-Centennial, is a 25-cent coin for the 
Bi-Centennial year 1776-1976. 
President George Washington is 
shown on the Obverse side with the 
drummer boy on the Reverse. George 
Washington was president in 1789 
until 1797. He was one of the founding 
fathers of the United States.

If one takes the time to look up some facts on our finds, you will learn information that you might 
have taken for granted previously, I know I did.
 

Unusual Finds 
25-Cent Varieties
by Tom Craig

Most coin collectors start their collections with decimal coins, like the one cent, nickel, dime, etc. 
Some carry that on throughout the years. Other collectors ending up becoming more focus and only 
collect specific items. 

This is one collection that has became focus or specific, in the collecting of higher grades of these 
coins. This “collector” specializes in high grade 25 cent coins, that is what he likes and seeks the 
best samples when they become available. In this column I do not have room to show all the coins, 
but I will pick and choose various dates that would be of interest to fellow collectors. I will not divulge 
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his name or city that he/she resides, for obvious reasons. It was very generous of this person to open 
the collection for the pictures shown. More will come in future reporting.

My first example that I have chosen is the 1936, 25 cent coins. This issue features King George V on 
the Obverse and were produced from 1911 to 1936. It is 92.5, sterling silver from 1911-1919 when 
the silver content was changed to 80% in 1920. Approximate 33 million coins were produced during 
this period, 1911-1936.

The 1936 25 cent coin design changed very little on the reverse side, but the obverse features the 
new King George V as opposed to King George VII which was produced from 1902 until 1910. As it 
turns out, over the last number of years, it became apparent that more varieties of the 1936 quarter 
were discovered with a total of four now recognized. They are as follows;

1. 1936 25 cent coins, PLAIN, i.e. no dot or bar.

2. 1936 25 cent coins, with a DOT under the ribbon, wreath, folds at 6 o’clock.

3. 1936 25 cent coins, with a BAR in the same spot on the coin.

4. 1936 25 cent coins, with a DOT and a BAR in the same location.

An explanation as to “how the dot occurred” [quoted for Charlton’s standard catalogue]

Early in 1937, the R.C. Mint was awaiting the arrival of the master tools for the new coinage 
for George VI, an emergency issue of 25-cent pieces occurred to satisfy urgent demand for 
this denomination. To mark the special nature of the coinage the dies bore a small raised 
“dot” on the reverse under the wreath. The fact this occurred was not evident until 1940 when 
collectors noticed this dot at the 6 o’clock position on some of their 25 cent coins.

It was also stated that the one cent (1) coin and the ten cent (10) coins also had the dot but none or 
few were proven genuine.

All coins shown are ICCS third party graded. —International Coin Certification Service.

1936 plain 25-cent coin –ICCS  MS 64  - note the lustre, clear background or fields 
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1936 25-Cent Coin - Obverse  ICCS MS 63 “DOT”

  

1936 25-cent coin with “BAR”                                                                                                     
The “BAR” is usually formed because of a die break. 

 

    1936 25-Cents “DOT & BAR”                                   Note the BAR joining the ribbons together 
         OBVERSE—ICCS EF 40                                                       Dot is under the Bar. 
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Minutes of the Saint John Coin Club  
17 October 2017 Meeting 
18 members present.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved on a motion by Jim B., seconded by 
Kevin.

Tom delivered his Financial Report, which was accepted on a motion by George, seconded by Paul.

Tom noted that we have approximately $790 worth of Canada 150 medals remaining to be sold - 28 
copper, 10 bronze, and 7 silver.

Kevin spoke to Brian about consigning the club’s Canada 150 die and trial strike in the Geoffrey Bell 
Auctions Moncton November Sale and Brian thought it would be a good idea.  He would place it in 
the auction with no fees for the club.  A motion was made by Kevin, seconded by George, that these 
two items be submitted to the Moncton November Sale.  Motion carried.

Jim noted that J&M coins was robbed in Toronto with over $1 million in coins and banknotes stolen.  
He reminded everyone to be careful with items in public.

Jim commented that the APNA newsletter was very well done, with the article on Rory’s first place 
display at the RCNA in Boucherville.

Kevin handed out some Canadian Association of Wooden Money Collectors (CAWMC) Canada 150 
woods to the members present.

Kevin also noted that the club’s website has disappeared.  It has been sponsored, as have other 
clubs, by Heritage Auctions, but it appears as though they didn’t renew the website.  Kevin has tried 
contacting Heritage, but hasn’t received a response thus far.  He’ll keep us updated.

Jim J. noted that the Bank of New Brunswick building was sold.  General consensus was that it 
would be nice to see such a historic building used again, hoping they wouldn’t change the facade too 
much.

Jim J. also gave his popular quiz, which was won this month by Kevin and Paul.

Jim J. and Tom presented their report on club executive nominations, which were also opened to the 
floor for each position.  The new executive, which begins in January 2018, is:

President - Kevin Day-Thorburn
Vice President - George Murray
Treasurer - Tom Craig
Secretary - Jim Jennex
Past President - Jim Young

It’s worth noting that Steve held the position of secretary since 1981! That’s commitment. (editor’s 
note)
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A motion was carried on the instatement of the new officers.

Tom requested a motion for the club to pay its RCNA dues of $45.  Carried.

Tom mentioned his feelings about the APNA and the $300 currently available for a reception.  He felt 
it shouldn’t be limited to a reception and should be available for club use as they see fit, a way of 
sponsoring the member club’s show.  Tom did not feel a reception the night prior to the show would 
be well attended because we wouldn’t get many out-of-town attendees to attend.  Tom asked for the 
club’s permission to voice these feelings to the APNA via a letter, and a motion to do so was made by 
Kevin, seconded by Jim B - carried.

For the club’s December social night, Tom moved that each attending member be given $10 toward 
their food.  The motion was passed on a vote 8 to 6.  The location will be decided at a later date.

A very interesting ONA presentation on Love Tokens was delivered by Tom and Kevin.

Jim Y. did a very entertaining job conducting our auction.

Meeting adjourned.

Steve Small, Secretary

www.sjcoinclub.com �6

http://www.sjcoinclub.com

