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Unusual Finds 
Saving Cards or Pledge Cards 

by Tom Craig

I am sure there are a few of you collectors out there that may 
remember these “pledge cards” for days gone by. 

They usually are one or two-piece cardboard with holes partly 
cut away so that you may insert a coin into that slot. This one 
in the picture is for 10 cent coins. Remember, a 10-cent 
donation in the 1920 –1930s was a good donation. 

What makes this one unusual is the fact it has the heading of 
the Protestant Orphan’s Home across the top. It was also titled 
“My Offering for 1934.” I would assume that a parent or a 
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person that was donating to the orphanage, would fill this out over the year and turn it in. Just like a 
fundraiser. Once filled, it would amount to $2.00 donation. This card also had slots for special days of 
the year like Easter, Victoria Day, etc. 

What a lot of people did not realize is that not these children were orphans. Children were there 
because of a variety of reasons such as the great depression and WW1 & WWII, marriage break up, 
parents became deceased, parents unable to care for child because of medical circumstances, etc.  

The original name, in 1855, of this institution was Saint John Protestant Orphans' Home Asylum. This 
was changed in 1922 with the word “Asylum” being dropped. In 1960, the Home went in a different 
mode of caring for these children or to bring the operations into the modern era.  Unfortunately, in 
1976, the “Home” was closed with a newer model to care for the needy children of the province 
known as foster care. The HOME as it was known, was later funded by the NB Government. During 
the years of operations, several persons donated money to this institution or foundation for its 
operations. The Foundation had considerable funds at closure time and it is used for worthwhile 
projects. To this day, the Foundation still provides grants to many projects each year in our 
community in New Brunswick. To date, the Foundation has donated over $11,000,000 in grants to 
various organizations assisting children of New Brunswick. 

Over the years, other donation cards or saving cards, as some will call them, were in use. Almost all 
banks would pass out these cards and when filled, returned them to the bank where the money 
would be deposited into your savings account. The main purpose was to educate you to start a 
saving plan. Churches also had a similar card for saving small change coins. They were available in 
5-cent cards in addition to 10-cent cards.  

This is the first one that I personally have seen dedicated to the NB Protestant Orphanage Home. 

Below, is a picture of this card in question. Question for the readers; does anyone have any other 
saving cards that you care to share. 
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Bank of Canada at the Saint John City Market 

Did you catch Monique LeBlanc from 
the Bank of Canada at the Saint John 
City Market May 10th, teaching 
everyone about the new 
commemorative $10 banknote being 
issued for circulation June 1st?  Very 
interesting piece of currency! 

Photo, used by permission, courtesy 
of the Saint John City Market’s 
Facebook page 

Minutes of the Saint John Coin Club  
18 April 2017 Meeting 
The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as read on a motion by Paul, seconded by Jim.

There were 10 members present.

Tom delivered his financial report.

There is a show in Woodstock on April 22nd, 2017.

Tom discussed the show in Saint John.  Pierre Charest will be present with info on a new book on 
Canadian Coins and varieties.
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Tom read the APNA news.  They are producing a newsletter which will be issued soon.  The Hilton in 
Dartmouth will be the new site of the show in Halifax.

Work is in progress for the striking of our club medals for Canada 150.

Tom received $300 from the APNA and has used it for expenses for the upcoming show in May.  
Advertising has been placed in Market Square.  Byron will have a display on military items at the 
show.

Jim Jennex did the results of his monthly quiz.

There was a presentation on the new $10 banknote.

Jim conducted the auction.

Meeting adjourned.

Steve Small, Secretary
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