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McTavish Medal 
by Tom Craig

Sometimes there are treasures right in one’s backyard. This is that 
case. 

As most people, certainly coin and stamp collectors, remember, 1967 
was the 100th year of Confederation for this wonderful country we 
live in. The Royal Canadian Mint produced many special items to 
commemorate this event in coins and special issues of stamps were 
put out by Canada Post. Two of the biggest sellers were the first ever 
$20 gold set and the issue of the dollar paper note by the Bank of 
Canada. The so called “serial number” were the Confederation dates 
1867-1967. They were very popular; so popular that everyone started 
to hoard them resulting in no circulation.  The government said their 
intent was that everyone should have some to use for circulation, so 
to overcome this situation, a new issue with the Centennial logo and 
the regular prefix letters/serial numbers, was issued. These too 
became very popular with collectors and the public, but this 
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produced the effect the government wanted in circulating the bank notes as intended, promoting pride in our 
country. 

Across Canada many clubs, companies, and businesses began issuing tokens, medals and medallions for this 
Centennial event. In one case, a collector took the task to produce a book cataloguing the various issues along 
with any specifications known. That book was issued by Jack Roberts with the help of noted numismatics of 
that period. Jack’s book claims over 200 medals were issued in Canada in addition to a few from other parts of 
the world. 

In this book, titled CANADIAN CENTENNIAL MEDALS and OTHER MEDALS ISSUED in 1967, there 
was one medal that had special interest to the Saint John area. It was called the McTavish medal. I knew about 
this medal for several years having seen a few, but did not pay too much attention to it. All it took to spark my 
interest was a conversation with a person that had one in his possession. Upon thinking about this over the next 
few days I decided to see what information was out there. 

The McTAVISH Medal was produced by Canadian Artistic Dies in Ontario, Canada. Two medals were listed, 
struck in different metals. The first was a .999 Silver at 30 mm diameter with a weight of 211 grns. The second 
one was a 24 K gold. The diameter of this was 23 mm in diameter with a weight of 114 grns. 

The obverse of both features a portrait of the young head of Queen Victoria. The reverse features the crest 
known as “the old coat of arms” of Canada. I thought this design was unusual for a non-government issued 
piece as I was under the assumption both designs may have been proprietary property of the government and 
could not be used under these circumstances, but I have not been able to validate this. Details have been added 
at the bottom like 1867 -- 1967 and 100. One assumes the 100 means years and not dollars. Two branches have 
also been added at the bottom of that design. 

Below in picture #1 is a copy of an ad in an Ontario newspaper, indicating these medals were for sale. As you 
can see the price of gold was still pegged to a set amount per ounce, hence the low price for the sale of this 
medal at $25.  The medal’s weight is listed at 7.0 grams at 24K. The same can be said in terms of value for the 
13 gram silver medal with a sale price of $5 each. Those were the days. 

!  

This is a copy of the original advertisement indicating the medals were available for sale.     
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The search was on to find more information, such as mintage. This turned up some interesting twists, but no 
firm mintages. 

Here is some background, gleaned from the company’s website, on the medals and how they became to being 
created: Orazio Lombardo, the founder of Lombardo Mint, was born in Italy in 1926. In 1952, he set up his 
company called Lombardo Speciality Reg’d in the basement of his home. In 1955 he moved his company to a 
two-story building and renamed it Canadian Artistic Dies, therefore reflecting the expansion of the firm’s 
product line to the engraving and cutting of dies for other mints as well, in addition to the minting of medals 
and souvenir dollars. The firm enjoyed a reputation of high-quality and artistic craftsmanship. In 1960, the 
company was renamed Lombardo Mint Inc. 

The firm, now named the Lombardo Mint Inc., was responsible for producing many of the medals issued 
during the 1967 Centennial year across Canada and became one of the largest manufacturers of medallions. It 
has produced medals for historical events and even bus tokens for the transit system across Canada. 

Sometime in the last 30 years, Lombardo Mint Inc. became associated with the Mississauga Mint of Ontario, 
Canada.  In reaching the Mississauga Mint a while back to inquire about more information for these medals, I 
was informed that all records prior to 1990 were destroyed because of lack of space. So, it should be noted that 
I was unable to find any reference to the mintage of either medal, gold or silver. Mississauga Mint Inc is still 
in business today in Mississauga Ontario. 

As previously stated, it would seem the medals were struck by McTavish Manufacturing and designed by 
Canadian Artistic Dies. As to why is was called the McTavish Medallion/medal, is unclear. I am thinking that 
during this time frame, some arrangement was made for McTavish Manufacturing Co. to produce the volume 
needed to settled the demand across the country. In other words, the medal/medallion were available to the 
general population. It was not, as is stated in some works, specially minted for the Rothesay Paper Mill. 

This is the information that lead up to the presentation of the gold & silver medallions to the employees of the 
mill in 1969.  The following is taken from the first edition book, on the history of the Rothesay Paper Mill, in 
East Saint John, N.B: 

Highlights from the presentation speech, December 17, 1969 made by Mr. J. G. McD. Brown. On this occasion, 
the Presentation of the Gold Coins to each employee of the ROTHESAY PAPER CORPORATION, took place. 
The Medals were donated by Mr. H. Krug of Feldmuehle. (Germany) 

His remarks continued to state;  

Quote; 
Gentlemen, today I have a very pleasant duty to perform. As you know, on Monday the 15th of December1969, 
the assets of Rothesay Paper Corporation were acquired by MacMillan Rothesay Limited, and a new chapter 
in the “Rothesay Book” has begun. 

MacMillan Rothesay Limited is owned 51% by MacMillan Bloedel Limited and 49% by FELDMUEHLE of 
Germany.  

He goes on to say; this is the season of good cheer and glad tidings and the time of the year when gifts are 
exchanged, and it is my pleasant duty on behalf of Mr. Krug, the Officers and Directors of Feldmuehle, to 
present you, each member of the staff, the gold coin. On your behalf, I already thanked Mr. Krug for this very 
kind gesture. 

Silver medals were also produced during this period as indicated by the paper advertisement shown in page 
two. It is my belief, in talking to former employees from the Rothesay Mill, that very few silver medals were 
handed out in relation to the gold medals. Silver medals were available, but had to be purchased from the 
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company during this period only, at a cost of $5 each. Of all the employees that I contacted, none had any silver 
medals or had seen any in years.  

A few have shown up on eBay from time to time, but it is not known where they came from, in the sense, 
Rothesay Pulp Mill location or from the manufacturer, McTavish Manufacturing. 

I became interested in this medal because of the design and being that it was from our local industry. One 
unusual feature of interest was the Obverse design. It featured the Queen Victoria’s portrait know as the 
“Young Queen design.” The Reverse also carried the design as used on the Canadian $5 and $10 gold coins in 
1912 to 1914, the crest of the Canadian Coat of Arms. 

I did acquire a gold medal, followed by the silver version as well. I’ve found the gold medal specifications are: 

• gold purity 24 K   
• diameter 23mm 
• weight is 7.1 (approximately, as it is sealed in a plastic sleeve as manufactured—7.8g total) 
• on the edge of the coin are the numbers 986. It has not been determined what that is about. This 

number is used on the gold coins that I have seen. 
• below the hair design, there is a large privy mark. It is not known what this means. 

The silver version is as follows; 
• purity at .999 
• diameter at 30 mm 
• weight is 12 grams 
• no privy mark on obverse--as on the gold medal. 

  

!                    !  
      Gold medal with PRIVY mark—original issue                                    Silver medal with no PRIVY mark—original issue 

It would have been interesting to find out approximately how many were given to the employees that day, in 
addition to the number of silver medals as well. My own guesstimate would be around 500 gold and 200 silver. 
This is based on the number of employees at that time, but the big question would be to know the total mintage 
produced from McTavish Manufacturing Co.  That probably will never be known as the records have been 
destroyed. 

Like all good stories, there are always some surprises. It would appear that another company has since 
produced more of the silver medals. I have suspicions that it may be in Europe? 

A silver one I have recently purchased has the privy mark! It is very nicely done with lots of mint lustre. There 
does not appear to be any identifying marks as what company struck it. Both silvers have the same weight and 
appear to be silver based on the lustre and detail.  I have had the aftermarket issues verified as silver at .925. 

www.sjcoinclub.com �4

http://www.sjcoinclub.com


Volume 4 Issue 2 February 2017

                                   

                Original McTavish no privy mark                                      After market issue privy mark          

The two McTavish medals are of high quality, as the pictures indicate. In the aftermarket issue, as I will call it 
for identification purposes, I noticed some issues in design compared to the original. Here are two pictures of 
the reverse side, at the bottom of the crossed branches, there are 4 dots with one on each end of the leaves of 
the branches and 2 in the centre of the leaves. This is not the case in the “aftermarket” issue. This was my first 
indication of a completely different issue. There are no dots at either end of the branches, but they are present 
in the centre of the leaves. 

          

McTavish issue Reverse side “4 dots” in leaves                      Aftermarket issue only 2 dots in leaves 

The craftsmanship on these medals is first rate in all aspects. The background fields are blemish free 
and the high points of the design are sharp and crisp. It would be a good medal to have in anybody’s 
collection. 

I spent many weeks trying to find the details and to validate the accuracy. This report should provide 
information to some of the younger collectors or to people that never worked at this paper mill. 

I was finishing up on this report and found out that I was not finished. Another McTavish variation 
surfaced. The unusual thing about this was the size. It was twice the size as the original medals that I 
just reported. It is 60 mm diameter as compared to 30 mm diameter. This opened a whole new area 
and many questions. For comparison sake, a Canadian silver dollar is 35 mm. 

To begin with, this medal was purchased from a major seller located in Italy. It is stamped 92.5 silver 
and has been tested as that. It has no ID numbers on the edge of the coin. Details are the same or very 
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close to what I referred to as “aftermarket” producer. The most notable thing is the 4 dots at the base 
of this medal, they are the same as the earlier small aftermarket medals, leading me to believe they 
made have been produced by the same company. Here are a few pictures of the very large medal/
medallion. 

                              

               Obverse of the 60-mm medal/medallion              Reverse side of the 60-mm medal/medallion 

  

Note the stamped purity of Sterling Silver 92.5 right hand side 
                                            in addition to the “dots” in the leaves. 

Finding this larger version was not expected. This also, in my mind, indicates there is more to this 
story in the production of the McTavish Medal. The McTavish Medal Company, as mentioned earlier, 
is no longer in business. So, the question remains, who has minted these medallions, are they still 
being produced, and is the attraction the unique design? 

References:  

• Rothesay Paper Corporation issued history books 1963 to 1991 #1 & #2. ….. Now Irving Paper Limited. 

• Canadian Centennial Medals and Other Medals issued in 1967...… Mr. Jack Roberts. 

• Past Employee of Rothesay Paper Mill. ….. Mr. Ronald MacGorman. 
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US Coast Guard Barque Eagle 
by Kevin Day-Thorburn

At a recent Saint John Coin Club auction I won a little grab bag lot with a number of different pieces 
in it, all nice quality, including a medal for the US Coast Guard bark Eagle.  As usual, I wanted to 
learn more about this item, so I began researching and it turns out there’s quite a little bit of history 
behind the reason for issue, the ship, and even a tie-in of sorts to an area of numismatics that I 
eagerly collect - Nova Scotia medals.

This particular 
medal was issued 
for the 1976 
Operation Sail 
event, which 
coincided with the 
bicentennial of the 
USA and the 
centennial of the 
United States Coast 
Guard Academy.  
The first Operation 
Sail took place in 
1964, ’76 was the 
second, and was 
followed by 1986, 
1992, 2000, and 
2012, giving a total of 
six Op Sails to date.  Operation Sail is non-profit and has the goals of promoting good will and 
cooperation between countries while providing sail training and celebrating maritime history.  The US 
Coast Guard barque Eagle has been the host vessel for all the events and her history is interesting 
to say the least.

The Eagle began life as a Nazi Germany training vessel launched in 1936 with Rudolf Hess 
delivering a speech and Adolf Hitler in attendance.  It was named Horst Wessel after the SA 
(stormtrooper) leader who had become a martyr for the Nazi cause after his murder.  A song he had 
written the lyrics to, Horst-Wessel-Lied or Horst Wessel Song, became the official anthem for the 
Nazi Party and, after Hitler rose to power, the co-national anthem of Germany.

During World War II, in 1945, the ship surrendered to the British and was distributed in 1946, with 
other vessels during a drawing of lots by various nations for war reparations, to the United States 
where she was commissioned into the US Coast Guard as the Eagle.  She is currently used as a 
training cutter for future US Coast Guard officers.

The slight connection to my interest in Nova Scotia medals is because of a one ounce silver medal 
issued for Operation Sail 1976 with the Bluenose II - that medal came in a two-medal set with a two 
ounce medal of the Eagle.
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I could not find out a lot about the issue of this particular medal.  Mine appears to be, perhaps, 
bronze - 38 mm, and I found another version online made of some sort of white metal.

RCNA Discount Membership 
The Royal Canadian Numismatic Association has an offer to Saint John Coin Club members who 
have never been a member of the RCNA of a one-year digital membership, with the option of 
upgrading to a standard membership (receiving a printed copy of the CN Journal).  No more than six 
can join via this special offer.  If you have any questions or with to apply, contact Kevin Day-
Thorburn.
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