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Street Cents - A Look Back
by Kevin Day-Thorburn

In 1989 I witnessed the birth of my kind 
of television show - Street Cents.  It was 
the sort of program a network like CBC 
should be known for: educational and 
entertaining, but fairly low-budget.  It was 
geared toward teens, but smart enough for 
all ages and, best of all, it was sponsored 
by the Royal Canadian Mint and the Ca-
nadian Bankers Association, two areas in 
which I had an interest.

The show was supposed to make young 
people, the demographic most often ex-
ploited by advertisers, more aware of the 
claims commercials make, hoping they’ ll 
learn to make a more informed choice when it 
comes time to spend their money.  That ’s why the 
producers of Street Cents went out and found 
sponsors instead of relying on income from com-
mercials, which, when you think about it, would 
be a little hypocritical.

It seems that because the Mint was a sponsor, 
they would have to do a number of bits about 
coins.  While they may have been concerned the 
content wouldn’t be interesting to viewers, it had 
the opposite effect for me - I wanted more coin 
stories!  Remember, when the show started, the 
Mint hadn’t yet gone off the deep end with their 
products.

Our newsletter continues. Submissions encouraged.  
Contact the editor.  Visit us at www.sjcoinclub.com
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2017 Canada 150 Commemorative Coins
by Kevin Day-Thorburn

Canada’s centennial coins of 1967 are directly responsible for 
getting me interested in coin collecting.  They had everything 
an iconic series of coinage could wish for: they were developed 
by one of the most prominent artists in Canada, Alex Colville; 
while they appeared simple, the detail in each was incredible; 
they stood out from our regular issues - commemorative coins 
were very few and far between; and they were very Canadian 
without going overboard.

The Royal Canadian Mint recently unveiled the winning 
designs for the Canada 150 series of commemorative circulat-
ing coins honouring the 150th anniversary of our country, so 
I thought I share my review for each issue.

The highest denomination coin, the toonie, is hands down 
my least favourite.  Designed by Dr. Timothy Hsia of British 
Columbia, it features a canoeist on a lake with the Northern 
Lights and, while I think it would be a very nice painting, the 
details get lost on the smallish core of this bimetallic coin and 
it lacks a strong focal point.

The loonie’s artist is Wesley Klassen of Ontario.  I’ve heard 
the design described as “clip art.” It features major symbols 
from across Canada - the CN Tower, trains, a grain elevator, 
a fishing boat, the Lion’s Gate Bridge, Chateau Frontenac, 
and the Peggy’s Cove lighthouse.  While the design is busy, it 
works; it links Canada through recognizable scenes and isn’t 
unattractive.

www.facebook.com/sjcoinclub
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Contact Us
Editor - Kevin Day-Thorburn 

harbouredtreasures@gmail.com

Treasurer - Tom Craig

ycart@rogers.com

President - James Young

Vice President - George Murray

Secretary - Steve Small
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Another thing that appealed to me was that it was 
filmed in my home town of Halifax.  As they did their 
sketches, I would recognize most of the settings; 
“Hey, that ’s St. Patrick’s High School,” I remember 
saying a lot.  I was working for the Bank of Montreal 
when the show started and St. Pats was just up the 
street.

Does anyone watch another Nova Scotia television 
program, The Trailer Park Boys?  If you do, you’ ll 
know the character J-Roc; the PEI born actor was one 
of the hosts of Street Cents.

The consumer affairs show was very successful and 
ran until 2006 and undoubtedly contributed in mak-
ing teens more aware about how companies market to 
them.  Getting anyone, let alone kids, to watch some-
thing educational is a real challenge and it ’s some-
thing Street Cents accomplished.                             <>

Two Screen Graphics from the CBC TV show
Street Cents

The twenty-five cent coin’s winning entrant was Joelle 
Wong, an eight-year old at the time she created the de-
sign, from Ontario.  The design shows a bird, turtle, and 
beaver with a plant stem and a pair of hands and is quite 
good.

Amy Choi of Alberta designed the 10-cent piece which 
features a stylized maple leaf and dove.  The artwork flows 
rather nicely and should be striking when we see the coin 
in-hand.

The final coin, the 5-cent piece, was designed by a Nova 
Scotia artist, Gerald Gloade.  It is my favourite of all the 
designs for a couple of reasons: the First Nations style of 
the swimming beaver is attractive; and the fact that our 
regular nickels also sport a beaver.  Gloade actually men-
tions the 1967 coinage saying, “I’ve always treasured the 
Alex Colville-designed set of centennial coins that I re-
ceived as a young boy and having the chance to leave your 
own mark on a Canadian circulation coin is an amazing 
way to be involved in the celebration of Canada 150.”

On the obverse, note the Canada 150 logo in place of the 
regular mint logo.

Will these coins mean as much as the ’67 series to future 
collectors?  Probably not; we now have so many com-
memorative coins in circulation it seems most people 
don’t even notice the designs.  Also, these artworks don’t 
possess the workmanship Colville poured into his de-
signs.  Of course, these are just my opinions and it will be 
nice to see the coins in our change next year.             <>
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Upcoming Numismatic Events
Nov 26, 2016 - Geoffrey Bell Auctions Ltd.  -  
Moncton November Sale, Moncton, NB

Nov 27, 2016 - Coin Cabinet Collector Show - 
Moncton, NB

Newsletter Advertising Rates

Single 1/4 page ad - $5 per issue
6 consecutive months - $20

The 2017 Canada 150 Toonie
and Loonie

Richard Bird (right) of Fredericton at our October     
meeting, giving the Saint John Coin Club a talk on 

World War II ration coupons and how they fit in 
with numismatics.
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Next Meeting: November 15th, 2016
Chateau Saint John, 369 Rockland Road, 

Saint John, NB 7pm

Minutes for the Saint John Coin Club for the 
October 18th, 2016 Meeting

The minutes from the September meeting were 
read and approved on a motion from George 
and Jim J.

The meeting started right off with our guest 
speaker, Richard Bird from Fredericton who 
spoke about ration coupons and related items 
from the second world war period.  He pre-
sented sugar, coffee, and tea coupons; gasoline 
coupons; and meat coupons.  Many examples 
of the paper work that went with the coupons 
were shown as well and he relayed how the 
system worked.  It was very interesting and he 
was able to answer questions from club mem-
bers too.

Kevin was thanked for another club newsletter.

Tom delivered the financial report.

Tom also talked about the Christmas party in Decem-
ber and it was decided to have it at the Mediterranean 
Restaurant again. The stamp club will be joining us.

Jim Jennex presented another fun quiz with Jim Young 
and George Murray winning.

Tom talked about upcoming shows.

Dues are due for 20�7.

There were �8 members present with two new guests.

Kevin mentioned that the 2020 RCNA convention will 
be held in Halifax.

George to talk about the progression of coin grading 
at our next meeting.

Jim conducted a very interesting auction.

Meeting adjourned

Steve Small, Secretary


