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Pocket Pieces
by Kevin Day-Thorburn

Do you carry a pocket piece?  The Merriam-
Webster Dictionary defines a pocket piece as, 
“a coin or token kept in the pocket as a charm 
or good-luck piece.”  There are many reasons to 
carry one as well as reasons to be careful con-
cerning your choice, but for those interested in 
having their own pocket piece it can increase 
the pleasure you gain from our hobby.  I suspect 
people have been carrying pocket pieces as long 
as there have been pockets and coins, but why?

The most obvious reason, especially after read-
ing the definition, is for luck.  Superstition is 
a powerful thing, so who wouldn’t want to do 
something to put lady luck on their side?  In fact, 
this used to be taken a step further when as far 
back as ancient Roman times up to fairly recent 
history a coin could be used to heal.  These “touch 
pieces” would be often given to the poor to cure 
anything from rheumatism to the plague.

Many collectors choose to carry a pocket piece 
as a sort of conversation starter; you never know 
when there’ ll be a coin flip, for example, and pull-
ing out a silver dollar is much more impressive 
than a common quarter.  Some will pocket silver 
or even nickel dollars and fifty-cent pieces to 
hand out as tips or as gifts to interested parties in 
hopes of lighting the numismatic fire in another.

Our newsletter continues. Submissions encouraged.  
Contact the editor.  Visit us at www.sjcoinclub.com
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Royal Philatelic Society of Canada Awards
by Tom Craig

You never know when you will find that certain coin that 
strikes your interest. In addition to the Saint John Coin Club, 
I also belong to the local stamp club, as many members do. At 
one of these meeting, as usual, we have an auction with the 
proceeds going to the club to cover expenses. These lots came 
up for auction that consisted of a total of three medals or award 
tokens. I did not have time to inspect them, but they grabbed 
my attention. When it was all over, I owned all three. As I said, 
“You never know when a certain coin will strike your interest.”

What I ended up with were 3 Chapter Awards from The 
Royal Philatelic Society of Canada. One was made of copper, 
50mm dia., issued in 1986 and was awarded and inscribed to 
a Mr. James Brown. The second was of the same size but not 
inscribed with any name. It was a silver colour, but not silver 
metal. The third award was awarded to Mr. James Brown in 
1987 and it too was silver colour metal.

So, I would call these Philatelic award medals and not tokens 
or coins.  The awards were inscribed with the person’s name 
and the host stamp club’s city. This one was SAIJEX’87.  I was 
not sure what that meant so I contacted our local expert, Mr. 
David Williams. Dave explained to me that the host show 
would add the host city’s chosen letters followed by the letters 
EX.  That is where the inscription SAIJEX’87 came from. 
They were the host city at that time: 1986 and 1987.  Other 
examples would be NOVAEX—Dartmouth 2016, and BNA-
PEX –Fredericton 2016.                                                           <>www.facebook.com/sjcoinclub
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Royal Philatelic Medal 

Above: 1940 Lawson Motors Saint John issued 
this advertising pocket piece

Below: Souvenir of Niagara Falls pocket piece 
(note spelling of “peice”) as a good luck coin

I’ve stuck a coin in my pocket because of damage; by 
feigning circulation you can sometimes remove the 
effects of light scratches or corrosion brought on by 
improper handling or cleaning.  You will be lowering 
the technical grade, but in some instances a damaged 
coin can be made collectable again.

This idea leads to another reason for a pocket piece 
- to increase the value of the coin.  Anyone familiar 
with the term “lowball” will know that having the low-
est graded coin can bring serious money.  It may be 
more difficult to find a coin graded poor than a higher 
mint state grade.  [Lowball coins will be the subject 
of a future article]  So, by taking a coin from the melt 
bin at your local coin store and carrying it for months 
or years in your pocket, there’s the potential of actu-
ally raising its value.

Perhaps the best reason of all for having a pocket 
piece is simply for the enjoyment of feeling a coin we 
no longer see in circulation.  Coins are meant to be 
handled, yet by appointing ourselves as curators to 
these tiny pieces of history, we need to encapsulate 
them to protect them for future generations.  By hav-
ing a coin or two that we can readily feel and see, our 
enjoyment factor can increase.

What should you be wary of when choosing a pocket 
piece?  It ’s a good idea not to use a particularly pricey 
coin or one that will lose substantial value through 
wear.  Also keep in mind that coins in a pocket can 
be easily lost - who hasn’t had pocket change fall out?  
Go check between the cushions of your couch!  So, 
don’t select something that will leave you feeling dev-
astated should it go missing.

Should you choose to carry a pocket piece, take a 
photo of the coin before you start; a nice “before” shot 
can amplify the enjoyment when you compare it to the 
“after” photo.

Knowing about the public’s habit of carrying good 
luck coins, businesses would sometimes issue their 
own good luck pieces for people to carry as a form of 
advertising.  Similarly, events and tourist destinations 
would have machines where you could make your own 
lucky coin.

This is a hobby and as such, it ’s supposed to be enjoy-
able, so do whatever it takes to keep it that way.  So, 
most importantly, have fun.                                        <>

1893 Liberty nickel that could be a lowball
 candidate with some time as a pocket piece
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The annual RCNA convention in Ottawa yielded 
some interesting and potentially mutually beneficial 
incentives for both individuals and clubs.

The RCNA Executive is finalizing the details on a 
plan to permit local member clubs to offer first time 
individual members a discount incentive to join 
the RCNA.  Members and associated clubs would 
be acknowledged in the CN Journal’s Report of the 
Executive Secretary.

The RCNA Executive also approved a joint initiative 
for medals for the 150th Anniversary of Canadian 
Confederation in 2017.  Details are being finalized, 
but there is the potential for RCNA member clubs to 
utilize a common 38mm reverse, submit an obverse 
representing their club and “share in payment of the 
joint production.”  Being that the RCNA has over 50 
member clubs, that could mean a fantastic series of 
medals available to collectors commemorating this 
historic anniversary.

The club delegates meeting at the Ottawa conven-
tion had 31 members present and were the recipients 
of a talk from Steve Woodland and Serge Pelletier on 
the state of the numismatic hobby in Canada.  Clubs, 
newsletters, and conventional store front dealers are 
generally decreasing, although prices are increas-
ing and, perhaps, the number of participants in the 
hobby has increased too.  Information and accessi-
bility is high thanks to the Internet.  To sur vive, uti-
lization of the Internet will be essential.  Tools such 
as virtual meetings with video, web sites, and social 
media will be important to keep members informed.  
Newsletters, thanks to the availability of computer 
programs and email will continue, but paper cop-
ies will cease to be free.  The hobby is evolving and 
clubs will need to do the same to remain alive. Contact Us

Editor - Kevin Day-Thorburn 

harbouredtreasures@gmail.com

Treasurer - Tom Craig

ycart@rogers.com

President - James Young

Vice President - George Murray

Secretary - Steve Small

•

•

Upcoming Numismatic Events
Sept 29 & 30, 2016 - Geoffrey Bell Auctions Toron-
to Coin Expo Fall Sale, Toronto, ON

Oct 22, 2016 - F lorenceville Collectors Club Show

Oct 22, 2016 - Halifax Regional Coin Club Show 
- Dartmouth, NS

Newsletter Advertising Rates

Single 1/4 page ad - $5 per issue
6 consecutive months - $20
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Next Meeting: September 20th, 2016
Chateau Saint John, 369 Rockland Road, 

Saint John, NB 7pm

Minutes for the Saint John Coin Club for the 
June 21st, 2016 Meeting

There were 8 members present.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and approved on a motion by Kevin, seconded 
by Tom.

Tom read the financial report.  It was noted 
that we took in $80 at last month’s auction.  The 
report was approved on a motion from Kevin, 
seconded by Bob.

Tom discussed the Truro coin show, noting that 
it was a success.

Kevin brought to the floor that he was ap-
proached to ask if the Saint John Coin Club 
would have a representative at the club del-
egates meeting at the RCNA convention in Ot-
tawa.  Since Kevin may be the only one attend-
ing, he said he would attend the meeting.

Jim read the David Williams article from the Telegraph 
Journal highlighting our show and noting the coopera-
tion between the local coin club and stamp club.

Our presentation was on Love Tokens, which was very 
well received.  Afterward, Tom showed some nice love 
token examples from his collection.

Jim conducted our auction, which was very well done.

Meeting adjourned

Steve Small, Secretary


