
�Auction Bargains
by Kevin Day-Thorburn

I’ve always been an advocate for local coin clubs.  
Besides the education, comradery, and snacks 
available via the meetings, the auctions can provide 
opportunity to add unique items to your collection 
inexpensively.  Included in the offerings 
at our March meeting were a number of 
“grab bags” in the form of an assortment 
of numismatic items loose in a Zip-
Lock baggy.  These were displayed so 
that the contents could have been easily 
examined before the auction, but since 
I didn’t give them more than a cursory 
glance, I didn’t know what I was bidding 
on when Jim presented them.  Still, I 
won the first bag with a four dollar bid 
– it really didn’t seem as though I could 
lose at that price.  So, to give an idea of 
what members may be missing out on 
when they let these opportunities pass,  
I decided to list the contents:

1917 large cent F-15

1919 large cent VF

2005 v-nickel

1961 nickel

3x1943 tombac v-nickels

1942 tombac nickel Zoell #FL172p

1983 Saint John trade dollar

2000 Child CyberSearch Canada medal

Mcdonalds Gretzky/Sakic medal
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Our newsletter continues. Submissions encouraged.  
Contact the editor.  Visit us at www.sjcoinclub.com

Almost Circulated
Saint John       
Coin Club

V
o

lu
m

e 3 - Issu
e 4

 A
p

ril  20�6

  

Unusual Finds
by Tom Craig
Here is a most interesting find. Not sure when or where I ac-
quired it. It is a medal about 28mm diameter, gold in color, like 
a light polished brass. It has a portion near the top for a ribbon 
or threads that held it on a pin, perhaps.

The unusual thing about this is that it was issued by the Parish 
of Lancaster, NB in 1937. It was issued during the Royal Visit 
in 1937 by King George VI and the very young Queen Eliza-
beth II.

In searching for more information about when the name 

Lancaster was used instead of Fairville, I came across a web 
site, which provides the following information; this area 
was first called Mahogany Road and then for Mr. Robert 
Fair (1824-1901), a local merchant. In 1866 Fairville had a 
population of 45 residents. In 1871 the population had grown 
to 1,500. Some businesses of prominence were the European 
and North American Railway. In 1898, the Canadian Pacific 
opened a station in Fairville. Also the town had 1 post office, 
lumber and manufacturing, 1 brewery, 1 sawmill, 1 pulp and 
paper, 2 carriage factories, a provincial lunatic asylum, and 5 
churches.  The name change to Lancaster, took place in the 
1940s. In 1966, it was amalgamated into Saint John along 
with Lancaster Vale.

I can remember in the late 1950s and ‘60s, calling that part of 
the city, Fairville.                                                                        <>
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Elongated Coins of Atlantic Canada

by Kevin Day-Thorburn
Have you seen those rather odd looking coins, usually 
cents that have been rolled very thin into an ovalish 
shape, usually curved slightly and sporting a design 
on one side?  They can be found often in dealer’s junk 
boxes, but there are clubs dedicated to collecting 
elongated coins or pressed pennies, as they can also 
be called, and books on the subject.  There are even 
a few of these interesting bits of exonumia that have 
been, and are continuing to be, created in the Atlantic 
Provinces.

The first elongated coins were thought to have been 
made for the 1892-1893 World’s Columbian Exposi-
tion held in Chicago.  These proved so popular that 
the machines used to make these novelties began 
popping up everywhere and many can still be found 
today – even right in our own proverbial backyard.  
It ’s worth noting that producing elongated cents with 
Canadian coins isn’t legal and proprietors of these 
machines will often sell blanks or ask that you use 
American pennies (pre 1982 roll the best, since they 
are copper), but the use of our nation’s currency is 
normally overlooked.

New Brunswick and Newfoundland seem to be absent 
from the list of pressed penny issuers.  If you’re aware 
of any, please let me know.  Nova Scotia has had a 
machine in the Sou-Wester Gift Shop at Peggy’s Cove 
for years.  Prince Edward Island is the king of the 

None of these were culls.  All coins were in collectable, 
problem-free condition, with the exception of the Coro-
nation medal, which had a few dings.  The face value of 
the British coins exceeding my winning bid alone.

When the auction comes around, remember that the 
proceeds go to the club, so look at it as giving back a little, 
but I have to admit, it’s very nice when I get something 
special and I was very happy with the above results.     <>

Mcdonalds Lindros/Nieuwendyk medal

1953 Queen Elizabeth II copper coronation medal

1927 Canada confederation copper medal

3x Saint John bridge tokens

North Vancouver ferries token

Toronto Transit Commission token

Science World British Columbia elongated cent

1901 British farthing

1924 British farthing

1917 British half penny

1962 British half penny

1873 British penny

1964 British penny

1966 British two shillings

1998 British two pounds

1989 British pound

1989, 1991, 2004, 2006 British 20 pence

1989, 2000 British two pence

1989, 2004, 2x2007, 2008 British one penny

50 Euro cents

4x 20 Euro cents

10 Euro cents

5x 5 Euro cents

2x 2 Euro cents

3x Euro cent

1964 France 20 centimes

1933 Portugal 5 escudos .650 silver

1908 Finland 5 pennia
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Newsletter Advertising Rates

Single 1/4 page ad - $5 per issue
6 consecutive months - $20

Upcoming Numismatic Events
April 21-22, 2016 - Geoffrey Bell Auctions, Toronto 
Coin Expo Spring Sale

April 23, 2016 - Woodstock Collector Show

April 30, 2016 - Central Nova Coin Club coin show

July 20-22, 2016 - Geoffrey Bell Auctions, RCNA 
Sale, Ottawa, ON



1 Cavendish, PEI on 1963 Cdn cent
2 reverse of Cavendish

3 Confederation Bridge, PEI on Cdn cent
4 Peggy’s Cove, NS on US cent

5 Peggy’s Cove, NS on 1991 Cdn cent, note the     
irregular shape

6 Peggy’s Cove, NS on US cent
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elongated coin in this neck of the woods with three 
different machines listed on the PennyCollector web-
site, although it appears the one in Wood Islands is no 
longer.

When the coins are flattened, the design of the host 
coin will often remain in “ghost” form, allowing you to 
see what coin was used and sometimes even the date.  
Some machines allow for denominations other than a 
cent to be used.

If you like these, keep your eyes open for machines 
when you’re travelling, as they tend to be placed in 
areas that are frequented by large amounts of tour-
ists.  And if you’re on a trip specifically to obtain an 
elongated coins, use the proper vocabulary and tell 
everyone you’re on a “squishin’ mission!”  Have fun.

Contact Us
Editor - Kevin Day-Thorburn 

harbouredtreasures@gmail.com

Treasurer - Tom Craig

ycart@rogers.com

President - James Young

Vice President - George Murray

Secretary - Steve Small
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Next Meeting: April 19th, 2016
Chateau Saint John, 369 Rockland Road, 

Saint John, NB 7pm

Minutes for the Saint John Coin Club for the 
March 15, 2016 Meeting

There were �3 members present.

The minutes for the last meeting were read and 
approved on a motion by Kevin, seconded by 
George.

Tom read the financial report and a motion to 
accept was made by Lloyd, seconded by Paul.  
Approved.

Kevin was thanked for putting out the latest 
newsletter.

Tom relayed information on the upcoming show 
in Truro, NS put on by the Central Nova Coin 
Club, as noted in their newsletter.

Jim Y. asked about progress on our own col-
lector show in May.  Tom replied that we need 
a volunteer to manage the floor and to guide 

dealers into the venue when they arrive.  Parking will 
be at the rear.  Stephen suggested that we pay some-
one to tend to the parking lot, if we don’t get a volun-
teer from the club.

For the show door prizes, Tom suggested a silver maple 
leaf mint set and a micro set.  Jim said he would have 
some proof like sets to donate for a third prize.  These 
suggestions were approved on a motion from Jim, sec-
onded by Kevin.

There was a nice presentation on silver dollars from 
Tom and Kevin.

Jim showed the members a twenty-five cent piece he 
received with info against the Energy East pipeline on 
it.

The auction was conducted by Jim.

Steve Small, Secretary

www.facebook.com/sjcoinclub


