
Mr & Mrs Bill Cross at the RCNA in Halifax

�Unusual Finds

by Tom Craig

Professor Holloway  1856 to 1858

GREAT BRITAIN TOKEN

Thomas “Professor” Holloway was a color-
ful advertising genius and purveyor of pills 
and ointments in the 19th century. He 
pioneered many advertising techniques still 
in use today.

A key factor to his success in business was 
his faith in advertising, on which he was 
spending over 50,000 pounds per year at 
the time of his death in 1883.  He became 
a multi-millionaire and one of the richest 
men in Britain.

This token is known as the Holloway Token 
from Great Britain and is very collectable.

Diameter; 33 mm             Width: 2.5mm

Weight: 16.7 grams           Composition:  copper
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Our newsletter continues. Submissions encouraged.  
Contact the editor.  Visit us at www.sjcoinclub.com
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The RCNA Show in Halifax 20�5

by Tom Craig

By now the excitement of the most prestigious coin 
show in Canada has quieted down somewhat.  Of course, 
I am referring to the Royal Canadian Numismatic As-
sociation (RCNA) convention, which was held in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia on July 22nd to the 26th.

I arrived on the bourse floor for Friday the 24th and 
the 25th.  On Friday the bourse floor was somewhat 
busy. Almost all dealers seemed to be busy. Looking at 
the dealers’ trays, there was a lot of new material but 
I admit most of the items were somewhat pricey for 
the average collector. But once you looked at all the 
tables, I found the items I was looking for in my price 
range.

I met a number of collectors from New Brunswick that 
were seeking out deals.  Paul Demerchant and Gerald 
Sewell from Woodstock in addition to Bim Finemore 
and Tim Henderson, also from up in that area, were 
also in attendance. On Saturday I met Al London and 
Kevin Day-Thorburn of the SJCC at the show. Al was 
looking to upgrade a few quarters in his collection. Jim 
Butler was also in attendance but I did not see him.  
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Contact Us
Editor - Kevin Day-Thorburn 

harbouredtreasures@gmail.com

Treasurer - Tom Craig

ycart@rogers.com

President - James Young

Vice President - George Murray

Secretary - Steve Small
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There may have been more members from our club 
but I did not cross their paths. Kevin was nominat-
ed to serve as the representative of the RCNA 
for New Brunswick. He was elected!  Congratu-
lations Kevin!

The R.C. Mint had a display of medals that 
were awarded for the Summer games held in 
Toronto in June.  The medals were very large 
and had a nice design. Something that was 
different was you could not handle them like 
the medals we had in Saint John in 20�0, 
which you could pick them up in gloved 
hands.  The Mint also had a display of other 
mint products in display counters. One display 
that was popular was the exchange 2 for 2 
quarters program. The new design quarters featur-
ing the flag and the colorized flag proved to be 
popular. People lined up for over an hour to receive 
theirs in a folder and have it autographed by the 
designer in addition to having your picture taken. 
All for the price of 50 cents!

In taking a few pictures of the bourse area, I was in 
the right place at the right time to capture two in-
teresting pictures. The first one was of Mr and Mrs 
Bill Cross of Charlton Numismatics sitting down 
and talking to dealer Ted Bailey. I also said hello to 
Bill and he passes his regards to the members of 
the SJCC. For those that may have forgotten, Bill 
Cross is originally from Saint John.

The second one was taking a picture of Brian Bell 
and his father, Geoffrey Bell at the bourse table. 
Little did I know at the time but the two were in 
conversation with a third gentleman.  They were 
looking at a bank note with a lot of interest.  In fol-

lowing up later on, I found out it was a 
rare note that Geoffrey Bell did not have 
in his collection. After some discussion, 
the gentleman did sell the note to Geof-
frey. 

The information on that note is as fol-
lows: The CITY BANK, NEW BRUNSWICK 
OF SAINT JOHN.  It was for 2/6 - assum-
ing 2 shillings & 6 pence.  �836—�839 
-- Bank number ��5 --- Charlton’s # ��5-
�0-02P is the information listed for this 
note—With a capital of £ �00,000, the 

city bank was established in Saint John 
New Brunswick in �836. The bank was merged with 
The Bank of New Brunswick in �839. Its charter 
provided for the first time that no shareholder may 
hold more than 20% of the capital stock. Congratu-
lations Geoffrey! Sometimes it only takes “one find” 
to make the day worthwhile in numismatics.

During the show I also met a few of the Halifax coin 
club members including the president of the APNA 
Doug Dahr, Jeff Wilson, and Chris.  I apologize but 
the last name escapes me.

All in all, I enjoyed my day at the show. Next year 
sounds like it could be a winner as well. It is in our 
capital, Ottawa.                                                         <>

City Bank, Saint John, NB note

Royal Canadian Mint display in Halifax



3

Almost   
Circulated

sjco
in

clu
b.co

m
  Sep

t.  20�5
With great thanks to Jim Young, I’m happy to show 
the cover of our club’s newsletter from �972.  The 
editor was Ian Wilkie and he discusses topics such 
as not cleaning coins and the welcomeness of 
stamps at our meetings.  It’s a great piece of club 
history!
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Next Meeting: September 15th, 2015
Chateau Saint John, 369 Rockland Road, 

Saint John, NB 7pm

In Memoriam - Don Gillis

With sadness I report the passing of member 
Don Gillis on August 20, 20�5.  Don was a valu-
able part of the Saint John Coin Club family, ea-
ger to lend a hand when needed and seemingly 
liked by everyone.  You may recall, especially if 
you’re a hockey fan as Don was, the article he 
wrote for our newsletter called My Favourite 
Coin, in which he humorously tells about his 
2009 proof silver dollar issued for the �00th 
anniversary of the Montreal Canadiens – even 
though his team was the Maple Leafs.

Talking with him and his wife, Anne Marie, at 
our Christmas banquet, he told about starting 
collecting coins as a newspaper carrier in Up-
town Saint John, where he was a life-long resi-
dent.  He had some great stories about some 
of the better-known residents on his route.  He 
went to university at Saint Mary’s in Halifax and 
worked for the province of New Brunswick as a 
property appraiser.

Don will be missed and I’m glad to have had the chance 
to get to know a little about him via our shared hobby.

Newsletter Advertising Rates

Single 1/4 page ad - $5 per issue
6 consecutive months - $20

www.facebook.com/sjcoinclub

Don volunteering 
at 

our 2015 collectors’ 

show


