
Rev Wishart Communion Token Saint John, NB

�Woodstock Collectors’ Show

by Tom Craig

The annual Spring collectors’ show was held at the 
“Y” Men’s Community Centre off Connell Rd in 
Woodstock on April 25th, 2015.  A good turnout was 
noted during the morning and lots of people were 
looking over the books of coins for sale.

This being a collector’s show, one could also buy 
stamps or household items, usually from days gone 
by. Some of these items were in demand by collec-
tors. A number of people came into the show with 
watches for appraisal. Sport cards were also traded 
or purchased.

Of course coins and paper money deals were 
evident. One of the most unusual items was a 
man from Edmundston, NB, had in his posses-
sion a hundred dollar bank note of the new design 
with the serial number on the front in addition to 
two on the back.  What has happened was during 
printing, for some reason, the sheet of notes did 
not dry as quickly as usual.  The serial number is on 
the back of the notes so when it did not dry as fast as 
normal, it left a perfect imprint on the previous note.  
The end result was the bank note had three serial 
numbers, two on the back and one on the front.  

A coin dealer from the USA also noted this note and 
when the bargaining was over, it was his for a good 
premium. Both had smiles on their faces.  I saw that 
note and the numbers were perfectly struck so I am 
sure it was genuine.  So…be on the lookout, there 
may be more out there in circulation.

All in all the show was great and Gerald and Paul 
pulled off another good show.                                <>

Our newsletter continues. Submissions encouraged.  
Contact the editor.  Visit us at www.sjcoinclub.com
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Communion Tokens: Part 2 - Rev W T 
Wishart Story
by Jim Butler

The landing of the Loyalists on May 18, 1783 saw the arrival 
of many Scottish Presbyterians who on May 18 one year later 
gathered to celebrate the first anniversary. St. Andrews Kirk 
was associated with the Church of Scotland. The minister’s 
first sermon was on May 25, 1817. 

Before the construction of St. Andrew’s, the Presbyterians in 
Saint John worshipped with the Anglicans at Old Trinity, the 
only church in town (Trinity Free Church; the Royal Arms 

from the old council chamber in Boston was brought to 
Saint John in 1785 and hung in this church, which burnt in 
the fire of 1877). 

It was a wooden structure, the first Presbyterian Church in 
New Brunswick, and became known as the mother church 
of Presbyterianism in this province. Many of the Presby-
terian churches in the area developed with assistance from 
this main church. Other area Presbyterian churches, such 
as Saint David’s (later to join St. Andrew’s) were part of the 
Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland that was formed by a 
splinter group from St. Andrew’s because of The Disruption 
in the Church of Scotland. 

In 1875, two years prior to the fire, Saint Andrew’s Church   
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broke its ties with the Church of Scotland after 91 years 
and became a member of the Presbyterian Church of 
Canada. The first Kirk was destroyed by the great fire 
on June 20th 1877. It was located on Germain Street 
on the present day St. Andrews and St. David United 
church site. (May 18, 1784 is the day The Church of Saint 
Andrew and Saint David’s use to mark their anniversary.) 
Saint Andrew’s Church was the first to be rebuilt after 
the fire. It cost $65,000.00 to erect the new structure. 
It reopened on the 16 of March 1879. In 1855 some 
members of St. John’s Church were not satisfied and built 
a new church on Carleton Street, Calvin Presbyterian 
Church, across from the Mechanic Institute. Later, on 
May 1, 1918 this church joined with St. Andrews Kirk 
and the building was sold to the Jewish Community and 
their Synagogue as the Synagogue Shaarei Zedek (Gates 
of Righteousness”).

In 1925, Saint Andrew’s Church became part of the 
Church Union movement in Canada. This was the union 
of the Methodists, Congregationalists and Presbyte-
rian Churches of Canada to form the United Church of 
Canada. Because of its large membership, St. Andrew’s 
established St. Stephen Presbyterian Church. It pur-
chased a church hall from the Methodists known then 
as the Asylum chapel to become known, as St. Stephen 
Church, but by 1846 it was necessary to close St. Stephen 
church because of the continual battles between the two 
churches, conflicts between the ministers, trustees and 
sessions.

Both the first two ministers of St. Stephen Church were 
brought before Presbytery, a court of the church. One on 

libel charges that were later dismissed, and the second 
for what was considered by Presbytery to be unorthodox 
preaching. Rev. W.T. Wishart, the second minister, was 
“defrocked” by the Presbyterian Church. 

Wishart was a theologian and economist, a member of 
the Mechanic Institute (1841) and worked with Abra-
ham Gesner and others to establish the first museum 
in British North America in Saint John. He was well 
educated. In 1844-1845 he preached, gave winter lectures 
on politics and economy at the Institute and spoke for a 
provincial system of education incorporating `commer-
cial school` in 1858 - 60% of all children were attending 
school, far over the 12% of 1851.

He wrote many pamphlets including a book – “Letters on 
the Sabbath.” He and his wife influenced a poet, Agnes 
Megowan, whose religious poetry was collected in “A Few 
Steps on the Road to Zion, as Understood by Travel-
lers” published in 1854.  In 1855 she published “Grave-
Yard Flowers: Or a Collection of Elegies, Etc.” in which 
she said; “To Mrs. Wishart, relict of the late Rev. W.T. 
Wishart, this little work is most respectfully dedicated, 
as a proof of gratitude on the part of the writer, for the 
kind instructions received by her both from the living and 
the deceased. St. John, N.B., Dec 13th, 1854.” She “was a 
working woman, a milliner … a protegee of the Rev. W. 
T. Wishart, a Presbyterian clergyman of St. John, who 
was expelled from that church for something like heresy.

From his preaching and services at the Mechanic’s Insti-
tute on Carleton Street he acquired many followers who 
are buried surrounding his grave in Fernhill Cemetery. 

By 1847 St. Stephen Church was forced to close by a 
Provincial Act of Legislature. The funds from the church 
were invested until the Trustees found a suitable location 
for a new church. This “cooling off period” lasted 20 years. 
St. Stephen Church was built on City Road in 1867.

St. John Church, King Street East, amalgamated with 
St. Stephen Church City Road in 1917 forming Knox 
Church. Later in 1925 renamed to St. John & St. Ste-
phen Church. Later in 1925 renamed to St. John & St. 
Stephen. It continued services at the City road church 
until 1964, when the church relocated to a new building 
at 101 Coburg Street. 

St. Mathews Presbyterian Church, Douglas Avenue: 
1898 In April, 1898 a building was erected on Douglas 
Avenue and continued until 2008 when the congregation 
united with Saint John & St. Stephen Church forming 
Grace Presbyterian Church, 101 Coburg St. St. David 
Presbyterian Church: In 1847 a large number of St. An-
drews Kirk members joined with others to form a large 
and active Free Church, first worshiped at the Mechanics 
Institute and later in a wooden building on Sydney Street 
that was destroyed in the 1877 fire. St. David Church 
joined with St. Andrews Church in the 1960’s and St. 
Andrews Kirk was renamed St. Andrews and St David 
United Church of Canada.

See the next issue for Part 3

Saint John Communion Token
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Woodstock Collectors’ Show Photos

Question Period with Jim Jennex
1. What is a vecturist?

2. What is a warnick?

3. What is an amulet?

4. What is a cherry coin?

Email the editor with  your answers, the person with 
the most correct will be mentioned in the next issue!

www.facebook.com/sjcoinclub

Contact Us
Editor - Kevin Day-Thorburn 

harbouredtreasures@gmail.com

Treasurer - Tom Craig

ycart@rogers.com

President - James Young

Vice President - George Murray

Secretary - Steve Small

•

•

Upcoming Numismatic Events
May 24, 2015 - Saint John, NB SJCC Collectors’ 
Show, Fort Howe Howard Johnson

May 28 & 29, 2015 - Geoffrey Bell Auctions, Toron-
to Coin Expo Spring Sale - Online auction

July 22-26, 2015 - RCNA Convention, Westin      

ANNOUNCEMENT

Tim Henderson has accepted the Saint John Coin 
Club’s invitation to speak at our June �6th meeting. 

Tim has been the Maritime’s representative for 
the RCNA and is currently the representative for 
New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island and head 
judge of exhibits at the RCNA conventions for 
many years. The subject will be on “Script Money.” 
It would be great if all could attend this meeting, 
as it will be well worthwhile. Tim is a wealth of 
knowledge in this area, in addition to other aspects 
of collecting. Please plan on attending. 

June �6th, 7:00 pm. Refreshments will follow the 
meeting.
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Next Meeting: May 19th, 2015
Howard Johnson Fort Howe, Portland and 

Main, Saint John, NB 7pm

Minutes from the Saint John Coin Club on 
April 21st, 2015

�� members in attendance.

Minutes of the previous meeting were accepted 
as read on a motion by George Murray, second-
ed by Jason.

Treasurer Tom Craig delivered our financial 
report.

New Business:

Tom went over some posters for the upcom-
ing collectors’ show.  The show has �2 tables 
sold so far.  We also need answers from anyone 
submitting a display.  The three levels of door 
prizes have all been selected.  Volunteers to 
help with show set up the night before or the 
day of the show are needed.  Jim Butler, Jim 
Jennex and Paul Carvell said they could help.

We received flyers advertising the upcoming 

RCNA show in Halifax July 22-26, 20�5.

Jim Jennex passed out this month’s numismatic quiz.  
Kevin and George were the winners.

Tom mentioned the upcoming show in Woodstock, NB.

The presentation was on Pritchard and Andrews Co. 
tokens.

Tom told everyone that we would have a presentation 
by Tim Henderson at our June meeting.  Jim Young 
made a motion that the club pay the fuel and lodging 
for Mr. Henderson.  Motion carried.

Jim Young then proceeded with the auction.

Meeting adjourned.

Steve Small, sect.

Newsletter Advertising Rates

Single 1/4 page ad - $5 per issue


