
Upper Canada No Labour No Bread Token

�Unusual Finds
by Tom Craig

The first unusual find I have this month 
is a white medal from the USA. It features 
a medal commemorating the in-
augural centennial of GEORGE 
WASHINGTON, President of 
the United States of America.

In my research I found these 
types of medals to be made of 
different metals. It is listed in: 
gold, silver, bronze, copper, and 
white metal. I also found out 
there is a ton of these medals out 
there and by that I mean differ-
ent designs from different loca-
tions, cities.

Typically this medal comes with 
a hole at the top to allow a small 
diameter ribbon to be inserted. The 
ribbon is typically red, white and blue, the 
country’s colours. 

Information on the medal is as follows: 
Reverse side, “To Commemorate the In-
augural Centennial in New York,” then in 
the other circle is the inscription: “Federal 
Hall, April 30, 1889.”

The Obverse side is a bust of George 
Washington with 13 stars spaced around 
the portrait.  The medal is 1 3/16” diam-
eter or 31 mm.

Our newsletter continues. Submissions encouraged.  
Contact the editor.  Visit us at www.sjcoinclub.com
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The Politically Incorrect No 
Labour No Bread Halfpenny 
Token of Upper Canada
by George Murray

Around 1830 these tokens were imported into Toronto by 
Perrins Bros. under the act outlawing private tokens.  Cus-
toms seized the tokens and ordered them melted, however 
most escaped the melting pot and were still in circulation as 
late as 1837.

There are three varieties.  The token pictured is the most 
common: UC-4A1.  UC-4A3 is the hardest to find, being a 
mule of UC-4A1 and UC-4A2.

Information gleaned from the Charlton Canadian Colonial 
Tokens 8th Edition.

                

 
Newsletter Advertising Rates

Single 1/4 page ad - $5 per issue
6 consecutive months - $20
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It is certainly interesting and rewarding trying to 
find the correct information on this medal. Some 
issues are quite rare and expensive. This is my 
first time seeing one of this type.

New Brunswick Rifle 
Association Medal
For my second “unusual find” for this month, I 
found a subject that was of interest to me for a 
long time. It is about Full Bore rifle shooting or 
Target shooting. Here’s little history of target 
shooting using the “full bore” shooting guns in 
our local area. 

These guns, as the name implies, are a full bore, 
long barrel type as in the late 1800s or early to 
mid 1900s. Modification to types of guns used 
and rules have changed over time for this shoot-
ing sport. 

Years ago, a friend of mine from Saint John 
earned the right to shoot in the protégés rifle 
shoot in England, the” Bisley.” He did well in his 
class but received no trophy.

The local group is called the New Brunswick 
Rifle Association. My research into this states 
the following: the oldest trophy belonging to this 
NBRA is named the Prince of Wales Challenge 
Cup. It was presented to the New Brunswick Mi-
litia Rifle Volunteers to promote marksmanship 
by the Royal Highness, Edward, Prince of Wales 
during his visit to the province in 1860. In 1861 
the trophy was placed into competition for the 
first time and was won by Private J. Elston from 
Kings County.

New Brunswick Rifle Association Medal

A report of the Provincial Rifle Association from 
1867 reports a number of prizes that were handed 
out, showing the importance of the marksman-
ship in the military. Total prizes consisted of 450 
pounds made up of money, a gold watch & chain 
valued at 15 pounds, silver tea ser vices, a double 
barrel shot gun and lots of silver medals.

A short definition on “FULL BORE” –  Full-bore 
target shooting is a sport of long range precision 
shooting. It breaks down into Target Rifle and F 
Class. The target rifle uses .223 or 308 rifles with 
adjustable sights. Some are shot from the prone 
position where other classes can use various sup-
ports such as a bipod.

At a recent meeting of the RNBRA it was noted 
the actual number of people taking up this sport 
has seen a dramatic downturn in members. The 

organization voices such a concern that they fear 
the sport is in trouble in New Brunswick. (Does 
this sound familiar?) As best I could find out, 
there are 23 clubs in New Brunswick with the 
total members being in the several hundred.

The New Brunswick Rifle Association stills hold 
completions from time to time including the area 
north of Saint John, Sussex.

Here is a copper medal dated 1976 from the 
competition held in Sussex. It was presented by 
the New Brunswick Rifle Association to a Mr. 
Bill Reid, a bronze award for the Grand Aggre-
gate at the NBRA’S annual match held at Sussex. 
The match was held from July 14th to 17th, 1976.   
Mr. Bill Reid also won the Wetmore Cup and the 
$56.00 prize money.

The medal has a diameter of 46mm and weighs 
45.7g.  The thickness is 3mm.                        <>
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Upcoming Numismatic Events
March 14, 2015 - F lorenceville, NB Coin Show, 
Royal Canadian Legion Hall

April 25, 2015 - Woodstock, NB, Y ’s Men’s Club

May 24, 2015 - Saint John, NB SJCC Collectors’ 
Show, Fort Howe Howard Johnson

In Memoriam - Rev. Gordon Simons
The numismatic community lost a valuable mem-
ber February �0th, 20�5 when the Rev Gordon 
Simons passed in Shelburne, NS after a battle with 
pneumonia.  Gordon joined the Saint John Coin 
Club in 2004 and was, with wife Anne and Bob 
Bustin, in charge of hospitality for the 20�0 RCNA 
convention.

Gordon was a founding member of two local coin 
clubs.  In the �987, Lakeshore Coin Club: 25th An-
niversary �962-�987 they tell the following story, 
“That first day at the store, a number of serious col-
lectors came by to see what we were all about. One 
of the first, who was later to be a very active club 
member, was Gord Simons. As we learned later, he 
came primarily to find out if we were honest deal-
ers and if we were interested in helping younger 
people. I guess we passed the test!”  With members 
such as Fred Bowman and Bunny and Pat Turner, 
Gordon would establish the Lakeshore Coin Club in 
�962.

Doug Shand, one of the collectors that joined Gor-
don in founding the Sou’wester Coin Club in �992 
relayed this story: as a minister, Rev Simons con-

ducted a service in the very church that is on the 
reverse of the Canadian �954 two dollar bill, just so 
he could say that he did it.  Now, that’s combining 

your vocation and your hobby with style!

Tom Craig recalled some of his stories of serving 
with the US armed forces in Vietnam as Chaplain, 
even potentially losing his life were it not for his 
spiritual rank.

This editor was always grateful for his enthusiasm 
and involvement when organizing the ACCCR coin 
shows as we always tried to introduce potential 
younger collectors to the hobby, which, as noted 
above, was something Gordon thought important.



Contact Us
Editor - Kevin Day-Thorburn 

harbouredtreasures@gmail.com

Treasurer - Tom Craig

ycart@rogers.com

President - James Young

Vice President - George Murray

Secretary - Steve Small
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Next Meeting: February 17th, 2015
Howard Johnson Fort Howe, Portland and 

Main, Saint John, NB 7pm

Question Period with Jim Jennex
1. “JIAO” is the monetary unit of China.

2. “HALALA” is currency from Saudi Arabia.

3. What ’s another word for a roll of coins wrapped in 
paper? A: rouleau

4. “LEU” is currency from Romania.

Saint John Coin Club Minutes January 20, 2015 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and approved on a motion by Don Gillis.

Tom Craig delivered the financial report indi-
cating a bank balance of 279�.80.  The report 
was accepted on a motion by George Murray, 
seconded by Don Gillis.

Jim Young read a letter from the APNA about 
the future of the organization.  Jim told the 
club he sent in his views.

An article from the Truro Daily News was pre-
sented on a new coin club and coin store in the 
town.  The store is owned by John MacRitchie.

Jim Jennex handed out his popular numismatic 
trivia quiz.  Tom Craig and Steve Small tied for 
the top score.

The RCNA show is set for Halifax July 22-26, 
20�5.  Tom gave a report on other upcoming 
shows.

Tom gave a talk about King Richard, then 
showed the members different presentations 
on the Royal Canadian Mint, the making of US 
paper money, and ancient coins.

There were �6 members present.

Jim did the club’s monthly auction.

The meeting was called to a close.

Steve Small, Secretary

www.facebook.com/sjcoinclub

n y b y b y b y b y b y b y b y b y b y b y b y b y b y b y m

y

y

b

b

y

y

b

b

y

y

b

b

y

y

b

b

y

y

b

b

y

y

n y by by by by by by by by by by by by by bym

Collectors’ 
Show and Sale

Coins, Paper Money, Militaria, Stamps, 
Sports Cards and other collectibles.

SATURDAY, March 14, 2015  
 l0:00AM - 3:00 PM.

Adults $ 2.00   16 and under FREE

At the Royal Canadian Legion, 219 Greenfield Road, 
Florenceville, N. B. 

Exit 153 off the Trans Canada toward Florenceville.   Go 
2 KM  and take the first left on the Greenfield Road, go 1 
KM. on left.

J
Ve n d o r s  ta b l e s  ava i l a b l e 

c a l l  Pau l  at  3 9 2 - 6 1 1 1  o r  G e r a l d  at  3 9 2 - - 6 2 0 7


