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1Escalated Counterfeiting 
-   A True Life Crime Story                                
by Kevin Day-Thorburn

This is a story, referred to 
me by Tom, about an early 
attempt to get rich coun-
terfeiting the Canadian 50 
cent piece by a criminal 
whose luck, execution and 
planning was to go from 
bad to worse very quickly.

Herbert McAuliffe showed 
promise growing up in 
North Bay, Ontario, doing 
well in school and showing 
some mechanical aptitude 
and in 1939 he enlisted in 
the army where he rose 
quickly to the rank of ser-
geant before, according to 
some accounts, being given a dishonour-
able discharge for stealing money from 
fellow soldiers.  According to Max Haines’ 
book, Murder Most Foul, McAuliffe didn’t 
stop his thieving ways there – he walked 
away with nine guns, including a Thomp-
son submachine gun.

He proceeded to set up shop in Windsor, 
Ontario in a rented garage, purchas-
ing the equipment he needed to start 
his own personal mint – books, a lathe, 
punch presses and a hydraulic press.  
He funded this part of his operation by 
holding up service stations and grocery 
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Collectors’ Show 2014
Our Collectors’ Show, held in conjunction with the Saint 
John Stamp Club, took place May 25th, 2014 with an esti-
mated attendance between 200 and 300 people.  There were 
40 tables sold, with the largest number being for coins, ensur-
ing a wide selection of material, including one dealer that 
made his first trip here from Bridgewater, NS.

Several club members volunteered in the early morning 
hours of the show to get the atmosphere of the bourse ready 
with posters of coins, stamps, cards and other collectables, as 
well as readying in the room in general with the placement of 
the tables, chairs and cloths.

Tom accumulated enough slides for a three-hour presenta-
tion showing coins and paper money and has plans to add 
stamps and sport cards for next year’s show.

Dealers voiced their pleasure with the show and expressed 
their desire to return for the next one, even asking if we 
would have one in the fall.

Our thanks go out to everyone involved with the execution 
of another fine show.
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stores.  It took him years, but his finished prod-
uct, which he struck on his own alloy that he 
would plate in silver, was very good and he was 

able to pass the coins without suspicion.

Herbert’s biggest problem in what sounds 
like a successful counterfeiting business 
was that he was only pocketing two cents 
per coin.  He would have to pass an awful 
lot of half dollars to get rich at that ratio, 
so he devised a plan to streamline his 
operation with modern equipment, which 
would bolster his bottom line.

How was he going to get the capital 
for such an investment?  Rob a bank, of 
course.  He decided a branch of the Impe-
rial Bank in the tiny community of Lang-
ton, Ontario, almost a three-hour drive from 
Windsor today, was the best option.  He stole 
a black (were there any other colours?) 1949 
Meteor in Windsor on June 17th, 1950 and ar-
rived in Langton on the first day of summer to 
consummate his plan.

Here, it would seem, McAuliffe’s efforts would 
turn into a comedy of errors and tragedy.  The 
robbery was anything but smooth.  After an-
nouncing his intentions to the staff, the alarm 
was sounded attracting attention and bringing 
witnesses.  The teller dropped the bag for the 
loot, delaying valuable getaway time.  Herbert 
tried putting the staff and witnesses in the bank 
vault, but forgot to lock the door upon leav-
ing.  Then, exiting the bank in front of the crowd 
gathering because of the bells, the loot bag 

broke.  When he finally gathered the money, 
over $22,000, and reached his car he knew he 
had to get out of Langton quickly.

Two of the men from the vault gave chase, 
armed with a .22 calibre rifle and they were able 
to track him down and exchange gunfire with 
McAuliffe, causing him to crash his car.  Unfortu-
nately for the men, Herbert emptied his ma-
chinegun into their vehicle, and then finished 
them off with a pistol.

Herbie had now gone from the crime of counter-
feiting to armed robbery to murder excruciat-
ingly quickly.  Now, on foot, there was a posse 
of up to 500 armed locals and police looking for 
him.  After three day he was found by a resident, 
“in an extreme state of exhaustion, clothes torn, 
badly bruised and minus a shirt of any kind,” 
and held until police arrived.

Upon learning the identity of the murderer, 
police obtained a search warrant and searched 
McAuliffe’s rented garage, finding the counter-
feiting equipment and 6,000 unfinished 50-cent 
coins that still needed silver plating.

Herbert was tried, convicted and sentenced to 
death by hanging.  On December 18th, 1950, 
just before midnight, he was brought to the 
county jail gallows where his execution was 
botched, causing him to strangle for more than 
fifteen minutes until he died.

In addition to Haines’ book, there is a National 
Film Board documentary called Murder Remem-
bered – Norfolk County 1950 telling much of the 
story surrounding these events, what may be 
the only example of someone successfully coun-
terfeiting the Canadian 50-cent coin.  <>

The Imperial Bank, Langston, Ontario

A scene from the documentary Murder Remembered 
with a man showing a photo with McAuliffe’s counter-

feit coin (left) and a real 50-cent piece



Next Meeting: June 17th, 2014
Howard Johnson Fort Howe, Portland and 
Main, Saint John, NB
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Upcoming Numismatic Events
June 20, 2014 - The Canadian Numismatic Company 
- Auction and Sale - via the Internet

June 28-29, 2014 - Torex, Canada’s National Coin 
Show - Toronto, ON

Aug. 13 - 16, 2014 - RCNA Annual Convention 
- Toronto, ON

Oct. 2 & 3, 2014 - Geoffrey Bell Auction Featuring 
the Ritchie Malone Collection

Question Period with Jim Jennex

Answers from last month’s questions:

1. Whizzed

2. Wampum

3. Love token

Look for more Question Period in upcoming issues.

Tom’s slide show played continuously throughout 
the show, adding to the bourse atmosphere
Left: military display at our Collectors’ Show

eBay Watch - 2010 RCNA/SJCC 
Medal

by Kevin Day-Thorburn

Here is a case of what I thought was mistaken in-
formation, but goes to show you learn something 
new every day:  I found this familiar 2010 Saint John 
Coin Club/RCNA copper medal attributed to Daniel 
Carr, the person who designed the New York and 
Rhode Island state quarters.  I knew that our Tom 
Craig designed the medal, which has his initials at 
the base of the Bank of New Brunswick building, 
but always assumed it had been struck somewhere 
in Canada – perhaps the Royal Canadian Mint or 
Pressed Metal Products in Vancouver.  I even went as 
far as contacting the eBay seller and Tom about this.

It turns out that the RCNA had the medals that year, 
and numerous other years, struck at Daniel Carr’s 
Moonlight Mint in Loveland, Colorado, and Carr 
happens to live just down the street from this eBay 
seller.  The seller was very good in working with 
me and has added Tom’s name to the listing as the 
designer.  Still, it will be interesting to see if his sell-
ing angle carries enough weight to justify the rather 
ambitious selling price.



www.facebook.com/sjcoinclub
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Editor - Kevin Day-Thorburn 

harbouredtreasures@gmail.com

Treasurer - Tom Craig
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Our auction was presided nicely over by Jim and we took in 
$90.25.  Thank you to everyone who donated to the auction.

We spoke about the upcoming auction by the Coin Cabinet 
and mentioned coin shows that are coming in the Fall.

Secretary Steve Small

Winner Winner!

The door prize win-
ners from our 2014 
Collectors’ Show are 
as follows:

1st—Rennie Craig—gold coin-Year of the snake issue

2nd—George Murray—2014 Stamp catalogue

3rd – Robert Hunt --3 Double Dollar sets 
 
Congratulations!

A dealer displays some collectables at our 
2014 Collectors’ Show
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Saint John Coin Club May 20, 2014           
Minutes Summary

Members present 
were 16.  Minutes of 
the previous meet-
ing were accepted as 
read on a motion by 
D. Gillis, seconded 
by Lou.

Financial report was 
read by Tom.  Pro-
ceeds of the auction 
were $70.  Tom dis-
cussed the expenses 
of the show.

Jim expressed the 
quality of the news-
letter was very well 
done by Kevin.

Tom went over the 
set up of the Collectors’ Show and his concern about 
the room being set up and ready first thing in the 
morning.

Robert suggested members have some sort of identi-
fication to let the general public know we are mem-
bers of the coin club.

A slide presentation on 8 real coins was done by Tom 
and Kevin.
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Want to place an ad in our newsletter?  Con-
tact the Editor for rates.

Collectors peruse dealers’ material on the bourse floor


